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Selton 41. 


WUcren ts of an Egyptian King, whohad Apesraught (when 

they were young ) to dance, and keep their poſtures with 

' , much art: theſe he would pus inco ricb Coats, and have 
them in ſome great preſence to exerciſe rheir 5þ4ll ; which was 

rorhe admiration of fuch £5 karw them not, what hitle fort of acfzue, 


nimble men the King had got : And ſuch as knewthem, thought __ 
A eſs 
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Jeſs firange ; that they thould be trained up ro lo man-l:he,and hand- 
lome a deportmeat. But a ſubtile Fellow that was once adminted to fee 
them , brought and threw amongſt them, a handful of Nuts : which 
they no ſooner ſpied; but they preſently 1ſt off their dance, fell a 
ſcrambling, tore one anothers 1ich Coats 3 andto the dirifion of the be- 
holders ( who before acmured them ) they difcevered themſclves to 
be meer ApS. 

1 heſc cniuing Notions ( which 1 have purpoſely taken , as a hand- 
ful our of the whole ſack, to ſquander away amongſt my acquaintance) 
are ſuch Nuts, as will diſcover nor a tew ( who arc men in appearance, 
and their own opz470n) to be as wile, and well affeed as Eſops Cock 7, 
thar preferred a bailcty Corn, before a Pear!; or Plinics Moa!, that 
would dig unde; ground with great dexterity : bur was blindgit broughrt 
intothe Sun. Or Diaphontus, that refuſed his mothers ble(}}ng,to hear 
a ſong : Orthe 1ſ7aclites, who prefericd Gar!1ch and Onions, betore 
Cuails and mania. 

Mcx no more differ from Beaſts, Plants, Stoncs ; in ſpeech, reaſon, 
ſhape , than ſome difter from others, 1n heart, in brain, in life. 
Whence the very heatheaPocts uſually & moſt ficly compare ſome men 
to ſtones, for their hardneſs, and inſenfebleneſs ; others to plants, that 
only fi;l their veins; a third fort to beaſts, that pleaſe their ſenſes tos; 
a fourth to evil Angels, thar only fin, and cauſe others to fin; afiftro 
good Angels,that are ſtill in motion, alwayes ſerving God and doing 
good, yer ever reft, | 

Aga, Experience teaches, that mens judgeme ts and cenſures are 
as various, aStheir pallats : For whatone admires, another lights ; as 
is evident by our Saviours Auditors ; of which ſome admired, ethers 
cenſured, a third fort wept, a fourth coſt, a fifr trembled, a fixt blaſ- 
phemed when they heard him. And how ſhould it be otherwiſe,when 
the greater part, are as deeply in love with vice and error ; as therefſt 
are with ve/tue, and truth. . When mens conditions, and conſtitutions 
vary as much; as their faces. As the Holy Ghoſt intimates, in com- 
paring leveral men, to almoſt. cvery ſeveral creature in rhe #nzvc;ſe, 
Nor is the Epicure morelike a ſwine, the Luſtful perſon a Goat, the 
Fraudulent man a Fox, the Backbiter a barking Dog, the Slanderer an 
AFÞ, the Oppreſlor a YVVolf, the Perſecucor a Tyecr, the Church- 
robber a wild Bore, the Seducer a Serpent, yea a Devil, the Traytor a 
Viper, &c. 2 Tim. 4 17. Inh33.32. Phil.3.2. Pſal.*2.12,12,16,20, 
21, & 74.13,14,i9. & $0.13. Matth.23.33. Dan.7.4,5,6,&c. Zeph.3. 
3,4, &c. Cant.2.15,i7, &e.. theh every of rhem is unlike znorher; 

Amidſt ſuch a world of variety, . I have choſen ©o fer forth, How 
one, man differs from;znd excels another in &a;2,and to prove,that ro 
be wiſe indeed, is the portion bur of a few, everramongſ us. *Andthis 
diſcovery alone (as I deem) will be richly wentbymny pains, and cath 
mans ſerious Obſervation, : wr) on oe Sa 
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Seft. 42. 
Ow all ſorts of men, may be compriſed, under one of thele three 


Heads: 
Senſual. 
The<e Kational. 
Spiritual. 


For if you obſerve ir, ſome men like the Mo9z at Full, have all 
their lighc rowards earth, none cowards Heaven : Orhers like the 
Moon at VV ane, or Change , have all cheir light tro Henven wards, 
none to the earth: a third {ort like ro the Moon 2x eclipſe 5 as having 
no lighr in it ſelt, neither rowards cath, nor rowards Heaucn. 

Toucking thele three degrees of compariſon, you ſhall find, thartke 
one exceeds the other ( in wiſiom) as the ſtars exceed one another 
za glory, Of which particularly. 

Firſt, There 1s no leſs diffcrenee, berween the Rational and [e1/:2/, 
the wiſe and ſimple, the learacd and nalearncd , thanthere is betwern 
men and beaſts; as Menander ipeaks, O: between the [iyinn and rhe 
dead, as another hath ir. And yer the Kational, donor ſo tar cxcel 
the ſeaſual , as the jþ114ual excel the ration.!. 

Senſual men are lo be-nighced, and puzled with blindn-':, that 
they know no other way than the f-ſhleads them, Ir 1s the weghe 
thac ſers all their wheels a going ; the horſes that draw their carzor, 
che very life of their corruption, the corruption of their life, without 
which they donothing, ; 

The minds of brutith men, that have been ill bred, are lo drown» 
ed in fin, and fenſuallity; andtheir ſpirins fo frozen, and pititfully 
benumed with worldlinefs,and wicked cuſtoms, that they cannot judg 
arighr, cicher of ſpiritual matters, or refAtifhed reaſon, Yea, in 
marcers experimental , they are of as deep a judgement as was 
Callico , who ſutt his pillow ( a braſs por ) with firaw, © make ir 
ſofr, Or that Germain Claws, who under-took to be yery 'ready 1n 
the ten Commandments: bur being demandee by the Mini(tir which 
was the firſt ? made anlwer, Thou ſhall not eate. Or that fiwple Fel- 
low, who though: Pontizs Pi/ate mult necds be a Saint, becaule his 
name was pur ine Creed. They are like che Oftrich, Job 19.17. 
whom God bath deprived of wi/dom, and to whom he bath gruts no part 
of underſtanding. 

Which men alſs, are ſo far from receiving inſtruction, rhat they 
will ſcorn and ſcoff at their admoniſher. As they have 2oreaſon, 'o 
they will hear none. Nor will they believe any thing, bur what they 
ſee, br feell * and be that learas of none but bumſelf , bath a fool tobs t:2- 
cher, | Yea, ſuch as refuſe admonition, are by wiſe Solomon branded, 
for the moRt incorigible Fools alive ; fo that their krowledge 15 12n0- 
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rance, their wiſdcm folly, their ſight blindneſs, They neither conſider 
what reaſon ſpeaketh, or Religion commandeth ; bur what the will and 
appetite affefteth. For will is the axeltree, luſts and paſſions the wheels 
whereupon all their ations are carried and dorun. Appetite being 
their Lord, Reaſon their ſervant, and Religion their ſlave, Whereas 
Religion ſhould govern their judgement, judgment and reaſon their 
wills and affe&ions; as Adam ſhould have done Eve. They that are 
after the flcſh, do minde the things of the fliſh: The carnal minde is en- 
mity again't God, for it is not ſubjett to the law of God, neuther indeed can 
be, Rom. 3.y.to 9. And which leaves them without all hope of being 
wiſcr, they had rather keep conſcience blind, that it may flatter tem , 
than znform ir, that it may give a juſt verdift agaiaſt them, counting ic 
leſs trouble, ro believe a 7 alſhood, than to examine whether 
jitberrue. Sothar ir is 1mpoſlible tor fleſhly minded men, ro believe 
whar ſors they are, ronching rhe good of their ſouls, Wherefore 
when we ſee the folly, and miſery of thoſe that ſerve fin and Sa- 
ran , and how peevilhly averſe they are to their owneternal ſalvati- 
on, letuspity them, as being ſo much more worthy our commilera- 
tion, as they are more uncapable of their own miſery. And ſo much 
of the Fuſt ſort, namely, Scnſualliſts. 


Seft, 43. 


Econdly, There is anotber degree of Knowledge, that is accrued 
8 or obtained, by education and learning, obſervation and experience, 
called xatu7al or ſpeculative knowledge, or reaſon improved. For bu- 
mant learning, is as oy! to the lamp ot our reaſon, and makes ir burn 
cleerer : but faith and illumination ef the ſpirit, more than doubles 
the ſightof our minds ; as a proſpeFiveglaſs does the corporal fight 
Matth.16.17, 1 Cor. 2. 7.t0 17. Joh,12.46, For as the ſoul is the lamp 
of the body, and reaſon of the ſoul, and religion of reaſon, and faith of 
religion ; ſo Chriſt is the light, and life of Faith, Job. 1.g. &8.12, 
Af.26.18. Eph.5.'4. Chniftis the ſun of the ſoul; reaſon and faith the 
awo eyes : reaſon diſcerns natural objetts, tack ſpiritual and ſupernatu- 
ral, We may ſce far with our bodily eye ſence, tarther with the minds 
eyereaſony bur farther with the ſouls eye faith than with both, And 
the Beleever bath the addition of Gods fþirit, and faith above all other 
men, [ an the light of the world, ſaith our Savioui, be that ſolloweth me 
( meaning by a lively faith) ſball not walk in darknef, but ſball bave 
tbe bebe of h e, Job.$.12. 3nd more ſce two cyes than one : yea,the day 
with one eye, does far more things deſcry, than xight can do with 
more than Argos eyes, So thatas meer ſenſe is uncapable of the rules 
of reaſon ; ſoreaſon is no leſs uncapable, of the things that are divine 
and ſapernatural, Jer.lo.14« I Car.>.I4,1 5,16. Epb.5.8. And as to 
{tak is oaly proper to men 3; foro know the ſecrets of the kingdom of 
; beavens 
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beaves,is only propper to bebevers, Pjal.z5.14. Prov.3.3 3. Amos.3.7. 

Now of natural and ſpeculative kuowledge ,the wicked have as large 
a ſhare asthe godly : bur of Þi7icual, experimental, and ſaving know- 
ledge which is ſupernatural, and deſcendeth ſrom above, Jam. 3.17. aud 
heepeth a man from every evil way, Prov.2'12. the wicked have no pare 
with the godly. Whenceall men in their natural condition are laid 
ro be blind and in darkneſs, Match. 4.16. & 15.14. Eph.4.18,19.& 5.8, 
Whereas believers, are called child;en of light, and of the day, 1 Thel.s, 
F.1I Peti2.9. 

Nar is this kind of knowledge, any way attainable, but by Grace 
from above, No learning, experience, or pains in ſtuddy aad 
Books, will bring them to it, Ephe.1.17,13. &3.19. cxccpt they be- 
come new creatures, have hearts, eyes, and eaves ſanRificd trom abovs ; 
and rhat the boy Ghoſt becomes cheir reacher ,D:ut.29.2,3,4. Yſal. lit, 
Io. Job.%.15. Rem 8.14,15. 

Nor is it ſaving knowledge that they ſeek after : For though many 
of rhem, be great ſcekers atter knowledge, great pains-rakers to be= 
come wiſe : yet it is not divine and ſupernatural knowlecge,that they 
labor for, or defire. 

Indeed wiſdom in the largeſt ſenſe, hathever carried thar ſhew of 
excellency with it , that noe enly the 290d have bighly affciicd it, 
( as Moſes who ſtudied for wiſdom 3 and Solomen who prayed for wil- 
dom ; and the Queen of Sheba who travelled for wiſdom ; and David 
who toget wiſdom, made the word bis counſellor, hated every falſe way, 
and was aman after Gods own heait) bur rhe very wicked have la- 
bored for ir, who are aſhamed of other vertues; as, O the plealure 
that rational men rake in it! Prov.2.3,10,11. & 15.14. Phil.3 $, 

Knowledge is ſo fair a virgin, that every cleey cye is in love with her ; 
it 15 a pear! deſpiſed of none bur ſwi.ze, Prov.2.3.10., ( whereas bru- 
riſh-and blockith men, as little regard ir) they who care not for on- 
dram of goodneſs,would yet have afull ſcale of knowledge. Amongſt 
all the trees of the garden, none ſo pleaſerh them as the 7ree of hanw- 
ledge.and as wiſdom is excellent above all,ſo it is affeRed of all, as 0! 
was both of the wiſe and fooliſh virgins. 1c hath been a markrhat every 
man harh ſhot at, ever fince Eve ſought to be as wiſe as ber Maker : 
bur as a hundrerh ſhoot, for one that hitts the white: ſo an hundred 
aim at wiſdom, for one that /ights upon it, Eccleſ.7. 28, becaule they 
are miſtaken inthe thing. For as 1acob in the dark miſtook Leah for 
Rachael, ſo many a blind ſoul, rakes thatro be wiſdom, which is nor 
like Eve, who thought it mſdom to cate the forbidden fruit, and Ab- 
ſalom, who thought ir wiſdom to lye with bis Fathers Concubines iz the 
bent of all the people ; and the falfe Steward, who thought ic wiſdom 
to deceive bis Maſter, And ſo of Joſephs brethren, of Pharoah and his 
deep counſellors, of Achitophel, of Herod, of the Phariſces in their pro- 
fe ro deſtroy Jeſus; and many wy like, All theſe though _ 
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did wiſely, but they were miſtaken, and their projets preved fooliſh, 
and turned to their own ruine. 


Sett. 44. 


Ur rake ſome Inſtances, to prove thar.all ſorts of Naturigns are 
Fools, in comparrilon of the Godly. - I'le begin with choſe chat 
Y«p4.erhemſelves, and are reputed by others, the. wilcit among men : 
And rhey are your profound Humaniſts, and cunning Polutitians, where- 
in you ihall lec, whether the moſt and greateſt number are not groily 
miſtaken, intheir opinions and veraicts rouching Wildum. 

Firſt tor profouad Haumaniſis, a man would think that they were 1n- 
comparably wile ; tor none ſothirſ after knowledge and wildom. as 
they; & ro get ut they are no niggards of thei labor:nor do they leave 
any thing unftudcd but themſelves. They know all parts and places of 
The created world,can dilcourle of every thing v4ſble and inviſible, di- 
Vine, humane and mundanc ; whether it be meant of ſubſtances or acci- 
dents , are ignorant of nothiag but the way to beaven, arc acquainted 
with all Laws and cuſtyms,lave the Law of God, and cuſtoms of Chriſti- 
ani! y; they are ſt/angers no where bur in the court of their own con- 
ſcieaces: Yea, they build as bard, and err as high as did the Babel- 
builders ; but all co no purpole ; they never come to the roof, and 
whey they die they are uadoue. They ſpend all cheir time in feeking 
atcer wiidom; as Alchimiſts Spend all their eſtates, to find. out.the Phz- 
loſophers frone; bur never fiad it 3 they never atrain tothar, which is 
true wildum indecd. Fo; as the ragged Poet toid Petroninus , that 
Poetry was a kind of learning, that never made any man rich : ſoby- 
mane learning ot it lelt, never made a wiſe man. 

Asthus ( if I may beſo bold ) whatis it, or wat does it profit a 
man, to have the etymologie, and derivation of wildome and knew- 
ledge, wichour being affected with that, which isiruc wiſdom indeed 
ro be able to decline vertue,yet not love it? to have the theory,& be able 
ro prattle of nildom by rote; yet not know what it is by effect and 
experience? To have as expett a tongue, and as quick a memory as Por» 
tius ; apertct uaderſtanding, great ſcience, profound eloquence, 
a ſwcert ſtile ? To have the force of Demoſthenes, the depth of Theſius, 
the perſwaſive art of Tyly, &c. if withal he wants Grace, and lives 
remiſlely ? Wirth the 4ft,020mer, to obſerve the motions of the bea- 
wvens ; While his heart is buticd in the earth ? ro ſearch out the cauſe 
of many fc, and let paſs the conſideration of the principal; and 
moſt neccllary # With the Hiſtorian, ro know, whac others have done, 

and how they have fcd ; while he negleRecth the imicacion of ſuch, 
as are gone the right way? With the Law-maker to ſer dowa many 
Lawes in particular, and nat to remember the common Law of nature, 
or Law general chatall muſt dic? Oclaſtly, with Adamio __ the 
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Nature of all the Creatures : and with Sel tobe able ro diſpute 
of every thing, even from the Cedar to the Hyſjop or Pellttory ; when 
inthe mean time he lives like Dives, dyes like Nabal, and aftcrall 

08510 his own place with Iudas? Alas | many a Fon! goes te hell 
with lefle coſt, leſs pains, and tar more quiet : that is but raw haowe 
ledge, which is nor digeſted imopratitcc : bt is nor worth the n2me of 
knewledge, that may be beard or-ly apd oct [ten lob 1,,17.1411.4-6, 
Good d3ſcourſe is bur the froth of wiſdewn £ the Iweert and joiid jt of 
It, is in well framed aftions : that istiue knowledge, tha! mskes:he 
knower bleficd. We only praiſe that Main, thac brings the jp 
ſafe ro the haven. 

What {ayes Ariftotle 2 to be wiſe and happy are rerws reciprocal. 
And Socyatcs, that learning, ſaith he, plealeth me but a little, which 
nothing prefirs the owner of ir, either ro w41ue, or bap/:27f £ And be» 
ing demanded,' Who was the wilcſt and b-ppicſt man He &niwer- 
ed, He that «ffends leaſt. He js the beſt [chol/ar, that learns of Chriſt 
obedience, humility, &c. Heis the beſt 43iihmeintian, that can ad grace 
tograce z he is the beſt learned, that knows howto be ſaid, Yea, all 
the Arts in che world, are artleſs 4itsro this, 


Sett. 45. 


E Auer beſt knowledge is abour the beſt th;zrs ; and the perfeQtion of 
all knowledge, to know God, and or (clus ; Knowledge and 
learning, faith A7ifotle, confiſfeth not fo much in the guantity, 
as inthe quality; not inthe greaiz'p, bur in the good7iſs of it, A little 
gold (we know) is more worth than much dro(i : a luile diamond than 
a rocky mountain. So one drop of wi;dom. guided by the tear of God; 
one [park of ſpiritual, experimental, and ſaving knowledge, is more 
worth than all humane wiſdom and learning : yea, one [cr uple of bo- 
lineſs, one dram of faith, one grain of grace, is more worth than mazy 
pounds, of natural parts, And indeed Faith, and Holinels, ate the- 
nerves, and finews; ye2,theſoul ofa ving knowleage. 

Whar ſaith Ariſtatle No more than the knowledge of goodneſs, 
maketh one to be named a good man ; no more doth the kaowleige 


- of wiſdom alone, cauſe any perſon properly to be called a wiſe man, 


Saving knowledge of the truth, works a love of therruth known 7 yea 
it is a uniform conſenr, of knowledge and ation. He only 1s wie, 
that is wiſe for his own ſoul: he whoſe conſcience pulleth all he hears, 
and reads to his heart, and his heart ro God : who turneth his haow- 
ledgerofaith, his faith to feeling, and all to walk worthy gf his Ke- 
deemer. He that ſubdues his /czſial deſires and appetite, to the more 
noble faculties of reaſon, and under ſtanding z and makes thar underftan=- 
ding of- his to ſerve him, by whom it is, and dork underſtand. He 
thayſpbdues his luſts ro bis will, ſubmits his will ts reaſon ; his reaſon 
\ "= 
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to ſaith 3 bis faith, his reaſon, his will, himſclt ro the will of God: 
this is pratical, experimental, and ſaving knowledge; to which 
the other is but a bare name, or title, A competnet eflate (we Fnow) 
well busbandled, is better than 4 vaſt patrimeayneelefied. Never any 
meer man ( fince the firſt ) knew fo much as Solomon: many thar 
have known leſs, have had more command of themſelves. 

Alas! they are xot alwayes the wiſeſt, that know moſt: For none 
more wile and learned in the worlds account, than the Scyibes and 
Fhariſees: yet Chriſt calls them four times blind, and wice fools in 
one chapter, Matth.:3. Andrhe like of Balaam, 3 Pct.2.'6. who had 
ſuch a prophetical knowledge, that ſcarce any of the Prophets, had 
a clecrer revelation of the Mrſſiah rocome, Hind the lame may be 
afhrmed of Judas, and Athitophil; for many that know a great deal 
leſs, are far wiſer. Yea, one poor crucified thief, being converted , 
mn hours time, had more true widdom and knowledge infuſed into 

him , than had all the Rylers, Scyibes, and Phariſees. 

It js yety obſervable, what the High Prieft told rhe Conncil,as they 
vere ſer ro condemne Chriſt ; Te know notbixg at all: be ſpaketruer 
than he meant it ; for it we know notthe Lord leſs, our knowledge 
is ether nothivg, or nothiag worth. Rightly a man knows no more 
than he vraRiilech, It is ſaid of Chriſt, 2 Cor. 5. 21. that he knew 10 
f#; becauſe he did no ſin: in which ſenſe, he kaows no good, that 
doth ao rood. Theſe things if ye know ( faith our Saviowr) happy are ye, 
if ye dothem, Joh-13.19., And in Peut.4.6. Keep the commandements 
of God, and do them : ſs; this is your wiſdom, and underſtanding brſore 
God, and man. 

Whar is the notional ſweetneſs of Honty, tothe experimental taſte of 
ir ? Ic js one thing to know what riches are, and another thing ro be 

Maſter of them : Ir is not the knowing, bur che poſſeſſing of them char 
makes rich. Many have a depth of knowledge; and yet are net ſoul- 
wiſe ; have a liberary of divinity in their heads, nor fo much as rhe 
leaſt Catechiſme intheir conſcience ; full brains, empty bearts. Yea, 
you ſhall hear a flood inthe tongue , When you cannox fee one drop in 
the life. Inſomuch, that in the midſt of our ſs much ligbe, and 
means of Grace , there be few 1 fear, that have the ſound, and ſa- 
ving knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, and him crucified , which was the on- 
ly care, and ſtudy of St, Paul, 1 Cor... 


Set. 46. 


A NdthatI am not miſtaken, the effeRt ſhews : For if men knew 
either God, or Chriſt, they couldnort bur love him; and love- 

ing him, they would keep his commandmenrs, I#b.14.15. For bere- 
by ( laich Sc. Jobs ) It is manifeſt that we hnow bim, if we heopbi 
commandments, * Joh.>,z, Bur he rhat ſayeth, Thaow bim, _ 
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brepeth not his commandments us a lyai, and there is n0 truth in him,ver 4. 
Whart ſaith ozr Saviour ? This is l:je eternal to know thee the only true 
God, and Jeſ1s Chrift whom thou haſt ſent, Joh. 17.3, But how ſhall 
a man xnow, whether he hath chis know!.Jdg:2 ? 44/w. St. Jobs rells 
you in thoſe laſt words mentioned, 2nd {2 plainly, chat you cannot 
be deccived,except you aclire ro deceive vour own ſoul, 

The knowledge of God that ſaves us, is wore thana bare appre- 
henſion of him ; it knows hi» power, and theretore ſears Ric ; knows 
his juſtice, and therefore ſerves him 3 knows his mercy and "heretore 
trufts him 3 knows his goodneſs, and therefore loves tim, &c, For he 
thac hath the ſaving knowledge of God, or of Ch;i/t, hathev<cy ocher 
Grace : - There is a {weer correſpondence between every oae, where 
there is any one intruth : Avsin the generation, the head is not withour 
the body, nor the body withour cach member, nor che (0:4 withour irs 
powers and faculties ; lo in the regencration, where there is any one grace 
in rruth,there is evcry one, 2 Cur. 5.17, If you will ſeo it in particulars, 
read Pſa.g.1o. Jr7.9.24. 1 Joh.q 6.Joh.4.10, 1Joh 4.7,8.& 2.3, Job 
42.5,6.1 loh.4.7. which Scriptures ihew,that as feeling is inſeparable 
to all che o-gazs of ſea/e; th: cy: ces and feels, the ear bears and feels, 
thepallat taſtes and feels, the av{trils ſmell and feel ; lo knowledge is in- 
volved in cvery grace: Fa'th h1ows and belzeves, Charity knows and 
loves, Patience havws and ſuffers, Temperance knows andab(ia ns, Hus 
mility knows and [toops , Repearance hnows and mourns, Oocdicnce 
knows and dots, Confidence knows and rrpoyces, Hope knows and ex+ 
pi ts, Compattion knows and piiics. Yea, asthere is a power of water 
ia every thing that grows; itisf a:zeſ inthe ot ve, [weetneſs in the fig 
cheerfulacſt in the grape, (trength in the oak, taleneſs inthe cedar, redreſs 
in the roſc, whitencſs1n he /i!ly, &c. ſo knowledge is in the band obe- 
dience, in the mouth benediffion, inthe knee bumility, in the eye come 
paſſion, in the heart charity, in the whole body and ſoul, prety. 

Alas! 1f men had therrue knowſeds of Jeſs Chriſt, it would diſperſe 
and d:ſþe!, all rhe black clouds of their reigning ſzus in a moment 3 as 
the Suz does no looner ſhew his face, butthe da-hacf vaniſheih ; or 
as Ceſar did no ſooner look upon his raemices, bur they were gone : 
Egypt {warmed wirh locuſts, ritlche weſt wind came, thac letr noc one : 
He cannor dclight in fx, nor dote upon this world, that knows Chri(s 
ſavingly. 

Vertue is ordained a wife for hnowledg ; and where theſe rwo joyn, 
there will proceed from them 4 noble progine , a gentration of good 
works. Again, as the water engendererh ice, and rhe ice again en- 
gendereth water ; fo knowledg begers righteouſneſs, and regbreouſacſs 
aganm begerreth hnowledg, It is berween ſcience and conſerence, as it * 
is berween the ſtomach and che head 3 tor as in mans body, the raw (is- 
mack maketh 5 thymrtatich bead, and the thumatich head makerh a /4aw 

ſtomach ; i [ci&tce mares our con/? —_ good atid conſcience _ our 
: cience 
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ſcience good : Nor 1s ic ſo much jcienti# capitis, as conſcientia cord is, 
that knows Chriſt and our {elvis whence Solomon faith, Give thine 
heart to wiſdom, Prov.2.10, and let wiſdom cater into thine heart, Prov, 
4.4. And when he would zcquaint us kow to become wiſe, he tells us, 
that the fear of the Lord us the brginuing of wiſdom, Prov.1.7. as it the 
#-(kleſſon to be wiſe, were to be boly. Again , It it be asked, Why 
the natural man perenveth not the things of the ſpirit of God $ Saint Paul 
anſwers, be cannot know them, breauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned, 
i C07.2,14.and indeed if they are ſpiritually di/ceracd how ſhould they 
deſcern them that have not the ſþ174e ? For though the outward max 
receives th: elements and rudiments of Religion by breeding and edu- 
cation, yet his inward man receiveth them by beavenly tnſpiration, 
17C0/.2.1,12,13. & 12.3.8. Maith.16.16,17, Deut.29 *,3,4, Pſa.nl. 
Io. Iuke 24.45. Ioh.15.15, And this alone 1s encugh to prove,thatno 
wicked man is a wile man ; tor if God alone be the grver of ir, we may 
be lure that he will reveal his ſecrers ro ncne but fuch as he knows 
wil! ;mprove their knowledge tohis glory, andthe good of others : 
Even asthe busband- man willnot caſt his ſced but inte ground that 
will rerurn him a good barveſt, Pſa.z5.14. Luke 24. 45. Marth 4.3 4+ 
Gen. 18 7. 8 Jcb.4.7. 

| Scft. 47. 
Ui would theſe men ( any one, eventhe beſt of them ) rhus ims 
prove, or imploy their knowledge ? Or do they deſire itroany 
ſuchend? No: bur to ſome ether cnd, as 1 ſhall in the next place 
acquaint you, 

Some men d: (ire not to know, ſome defire only to know ; Or rather 
thus, Few men in compariſon defirc knowledge, fewer that defire di- 
vine and ſupernatural knowledge ; feweſt of all that defire ro be the 
better, or that others ſhould kc che better for their knowledge : More 
particularly, a world of men deſere hnowledg for no other end bur ts 
remove their ignorance; as Pharaoh uſed Moſes,burt to remove the plagues. 
Others again fudy the Scriptures, and other good Books, only ro make 
gaiath ereot ; or to be the abler to diſpute and diſcourſe, as boys go into 
rhe watcy, only to play and paddle there, not to waſh and becleap. 
With Eve, they highly deſire the tree of knowledg , but regard nor 
the tree of life. 

As I would fain know, whar fruit or effc& the knowledge of moſt 
men produces in them, except it be to inable them ro d:FÞute and diſe 
courſe, to increaſe wit, or tozncrea ſe wealth, or to increaſe pride, or per- 
havs to zncrcaſe Athiesm, and tro make them the more able and cun- 
ing to argue ageinſt the truth and power of, Religion 2 Whether the 
utmoſt ot their aim be ne: to ex7ich, digni fie, and pleaſe themſelves ; nor 
once caſting the eye of their ſouls at Gods glozy, rheir neighbors good or 
their own ſalvation? Whether their main drife bs,not, purchaſing of 
a zieat eſtate tor chem and theirs, withour exthcr ſcar. of God, = 
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gard of men, or the diſcharge of their duty and calling * Again, 
wnereas a godly max and a good Chriſtian, thinks himſclt as happy in 
giving light ro others,as in receiving it himſelf 5; how many are there, 
who as themſelves are never the berrer, (I mean in regard of Grace) 
for their great wiſdom aud learning, ſo no more are others ; for cogn- 
monly they reſemble dark Lanthorag which bave light, but ſo bulls 
and reſcrved as if it were nor: and whar is the difference betwixt con- 
ceded hill, and ignorance; It isthe zature and praiſe of good, tobe 
communicative, Whereas it their hidden knowledge do cver look our, 
it cafts /0 ſþa/ing alight, that it only argues irſclt ro have an waprofis 
table being. 

Ant tor the moſt part theſe men if they may be thought great 
Rabbies, deep and profound Schollars ; this is the hight of their ambi- 
tion, though neither che Church be benefited, nor Ged gls- ified by it; 
whereas chey ought the contrary: for as the grace of God is the fountain 
from which our wiſdom flows; lo the glory of God thould be the Oc an 
to which it ſhould run: yea, that God may be honoured with, and by 
our wiſdom, is the only exd for which he gives vs to be wet And tor 
defaulr of this exd, he nor ſeldom crofleth the mea, whereby while 
men ſtrive to expel iga57ance, they fill into 707 125 14 FrNenich 50 CUTE 
one Diſeaſe ,cauſeth a worſe. Briefly, io conclude iis pv n., 50 many 
as arc puft up with their knowledre, or do nor part wit'n thee? foas, 1h*w 
that they never ſoughr ir for Gods g/ory, bur for their own bonour and 
glory. And cerrainly if we ſeck nux Gads glory in doing his work, he 
will give us no wares atthe later exd. 

Sect. 48. 
Ur for men to do'n9 good with cheir gifts, is notall; yea, it were 
well it chat were the worſt, tor not a few of them re'2mbl- 4» 
chicophel, and Jonadab, who imp/oyed therr wit wichrdly, nad do mfe 
chief. inſteed of good with their wiſdom : like Hrigd, whom you ſhall 
ſee turning over the Bible, ſearchiag the Scriptures , examining '"; Pro. 
phets ; bur ro what end and purpole? To know good, bur to do emit : 
yea, the greateſt evil under the Sun, ſlay Chriſt in the cradle; With 
many, their knowledge and learning is net for God ans / or Gideon; bur 
for Antichriſt and for Babylon; and ſuof all other gifs; how many are 
the worſe tor them? Asgive Saul a Kingdom, and he will erannix? 3 
give Nabal plenty,and he will be drunk; give Judas an Apoſtieſhip,and 
he will ſell bis Maſter for mony ; let Sarmantus have a good wit, be 
will exercilc it iz ſcoffing at holinef. Briefly, howotfc doth wiſdors 
without grace prove like a fair eſtate in the hands of a ſoo!, whieh not 
ſeldom becomes the owners ruine ? Oc Abſoloms hair, which was an 
ernament,wherewith he hazged himſelf : So that w:[dom withour grace 
15 nothing elſe but a cunning way of uadoing our ſelves atthe laſt. Ma- 
ny mens knowledge tothem, being like the Ark to the Philiftims,which 
did them more hurt than good; When their knowledge makes them 
o8. B 2 prouder, 
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prouder, not better, more 7ebetlious, not more ſerviceable; as it is. 
1{a;47.10. Thy wiſdors and thy knowledge they bave cauſed theets rebel 
And very often this falls our, that as the beſt ſoy! uſually yielderh the 
worſt atr, {o without grace there isnothing more peſtilent than 2 deep 
wir, no ſuch prey for the Dev4l, as a good wit unſanRified, YVVi and 
Tearning well uled, is like the gaden ear-rings 2nd bracelets of the 1/. 
raclites, abuſed like the ſame gold caſt into an Idol; than which, no, 
ghivg more abominable. 

' Now when « comes to this, That they fight againſt God with the 

weepon he hath given them yavhen with thoſe the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks of, 

Pſal.73-9. They [ct their mouths agaiaſt heaven, and are like an unruly 
Jade, that being ful fed kicks ar bus Maſter ; what courſe doth the Lord 
fake withthem £ A4nſw. Read bur that Parable, Luk 19.24. loh 7.17, 
jr wil inform you : For to him that uſeth his Talent of knowledge well, 
he giveth more; as *othe leryant that uſed hisralcnts well, he doub- 
Iced them ; but to them that uſe not their knowledge well, much more 
if they abule it, he taketh away that which he had formerly gives 
them : as he took Þca; trum rhe fr: e when ir would burn his Children, 
Dan 3.27. ASyo!t wiey 2, 12.44.25. 2 Theſſ.2.10,11,1z, Ioh.7.17, 

P/z.111.io. ICy. 15, Ecc.tf. 2.26. Prov. :% 5. Matth. 21, 43. 
Afls 26.) tja-29 14. ©& 44 25, & 6.9,10. Dan.2.1g.2;. lob. 
13,414. lob 9.39. & 12.40. Rom. 1, 28. Ephe. 4.18419, 1 Cor.1.20, 

2 Theſſ.2.10,11,'z. turntotbe places, for they ate rare. I will de- 
ſtroy the 1 ohy*us of 141 Soothſayers, and make them that conjefture, fnols : 
1 will tw-n the wiſe men backward, and make their knowledge ſoolſhaeſe, 
ſaith the Lord, lin,44.25. He taketh the wise in thetr own craftineſs, 
ana the counjel of the withed 15 made fooliſh, Job. 5.13. the cale of 4- 
ehitophel ; And juſtly are they forſaken of their reaſon, who have 
abandoned God ; yea, moſt juſt it is, that they who wart grace,fliould 
Want wit too, And ſo muchof abuſing their gifts, 

Laſtly, Theſe great knowers and wiſe men arc ſo far from deſir- 
ing ſoul- wiſdom, and laving-knowledge to the ends before ſpecified, 
thatthey do nor art all defite ir, for that it ſuits not with their condi- 
tiov, For Natural men deſire only bumane and mundane knowledge : 
Spiritual men, that which is heavenly and ſupernatural ; and the reaſon 
why they deſire it not, is, for that they know it not. A man deſireth 
fot thar he hnoweth not, ſares Chriſoftome; neither are unknown evils 
feared ; wherefore the work of Regeneration begins at 10wminatios, 
As 16.18. Coll.1.13, * Pet.z.9. | 

Naw according as men are wile, they prize and value this wiſdom, 
and endeavour to obtain it, Prov.18.15. For itis moretrue of divige 
w/dom, than it was of that Greczan beauty: No manever loved ber, 
that never ſaw her ; noman ever ſaw ber, but be loved ber. 

Ando onthe contrary, according as inen are ignorant and block- 

2, they under-yalue and il-cReem it, hare it, and are pejniind 

- again . 
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againſt itz And hereupon carxal men being blinded by the Prince of 
darkneſs, rogerher with their own wickednefi, and being of a reprobate 
judgement, do moſt uſually and familiarly rerm and eftcem this ſoul- 
wiſdom, this divine, ſpicitual, experimental, and ſaving-knowledge 
to be meer fool:ſhneſ, or madneſs, Wild.$.3.to g. and the Profeflors 
thereof to be ſoo's & madmen ; Eliſhz was counted no better, 2 Kjag, 
9.11, andche reſt of the Prophets, Hoſea 9.7. and Pau, Ats 26.26, 
and all the Apoſtles, 1 Cor.g.1o. Yea, dur Saviour Chriſt himſelt with 
open month was pronounced mad by his carnal bearers, Joh. 1s, 25, 
Mark.3.2! - and this hath beenthe worlds vore ever fince, The fin- 
ceer Chriſtian was ſo repuced in Pliny's time, and after in St. Auſtin's 
time; yea, Julian the Pelagian could gibe St. Auſtin, that he had none 
of the wiſe Sages, nor the learned Senate of Philoſophers on his ſide; bur 
only a company of mean tradeſmen, of the vulgar ſort, that took pare 
with him : Whoſe Anſwer was, Theu reproacheſt the weak things of the 
world, which God hath choſen to confound the things that are mighty, 

To worldly men Chriſtian wiſcom ſcems ſolly, ſaich Gregory, And 
well it may, foreven the wiſdom of God us ſooliſhneſs with the world, 
I Cor.1,18 23. therefore xo diſparagement to us his ſervants, it they re» 
pute us fools ; nor | think any honour to ſuch ſenſualiſts that ſorepute us: 
However we will give them their due: For, 

Sett. 49. 

Grant thart in ſome kind of kill chey our-ſrip the beſt of Gods 

People, who, if they areptir to it, may anſwer as Themſtocles did 
when one invited him te touch a late; tor as he ſaid, I cannot fiddle ; 
bur I cax make aſmal town a great ſtate: So the godly may ſay, We 
cannot give a ſollid reaſon in Nature, why Ns thould over-flow on- 
ly in the Sommer, when waters are at the loweſt ? Why the Loadſtoxe 
ſhould draw iron, or incline to the pole-ſtar ? How the beat of the fto- 
mach, and the {irength of the nether chap ſhould: be fo great > Why x 
flafh.of lghteung ſhould melt the ſword without making any impreſſion 
mn the ſcabbard ? Kill the Child in the womb, and never burt the Mather ? 
How the waters ſhould ſtand upon a beap, Dd yet not over-flow the 
earth ? Why the clouds above being beatie with water, ſhould not fall 
to the earth ſuddenly, ſeeing every beavy thing deſcendeth ? Except the 
reaſon which God giveth, Gen.1.6, & Job33 $.to 12, & 26.8. Pſal, 
Io4.9, Bur we knowthe myſtery of the Goſpel, and what it 15to be 
borna new, and ca6 give a ſollid reaſon of our faith : we knowrhat God 
is 7ecoxciled to us, the Law ſatisfied for us, our fins pardoned, our ſouls 
acquitted, and thatweare in favour with God ; which many of theſe 
with their great learning do not know. And thus the god!y are proved 
wiſer than the wiſeſt bumanit that wants grace, You bave likewiſe 
the reaſons why thele great knower's, know nothing yet asthey might and 
ought to know ; that isto lay, | 
Firſt, Becauſe they are wiſtahes in thething ; they rake Srenle? 
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tive hnowledg for ſoul wiſdom ; & Soul ſaving wiſdom ro befooliſhnſs & 
madnefi, Now if a man take his aim amiſs, he may ſhoot long enough 
ere he bit the white : and theſe men are as one thar is gone a good part 
ot his joxrney, bur muſt come back again becauſe he bath miſtaken his 
Way. 


; "SY » Becauſc they arc #zregentrate, and want the Eye of 
Faith, 

Thirdly , For that they ſeek not to God for it who is the giver 
thereof, and withour whoſe ſpirit there is no atraining ir. 

Fourthly , Becauſe they arc proud, and ſo ſcek nor. afrer it, as 
ſ #ppeſing they baveit already. 

ifrly, Becauſe if they bad never ſo much knowledge, they would 
be never the holzer,or the better for it,bur rather the worſe ; nor would 
they imploy it to the hogour of God, or the good of others. 

Yrly, Becauſe they cicher do, or would do miſchief inftecd of good 
with their knowledge. 

Seventhly, Becauſe rhey will not conſult with the word abour ir, 
nor adviſe with others chat have already atrained to ir. Or thus, They 
read and bear the Scriprures and mind nor, ( 1 mean the Fi/itualtity of 
the word ) or miad and nnderſtand nor, or wnderftand and remember 
nor, or remember and prafficenot, No, this they intend not of all 
the reſt ; and they that are unwilling ro obey, God thinks unvvorthy to 


know. 
When the Serpent raught knowledge,he ſaid, If ye eare the forbidden 
ſruit, your eyes ſhal be opened, and you (hat know _ and evil: Bur God 
reacheth another leflon, and faich, If ye will not eate the forbidden 
fruit, youreyes ſhall be opened, and you ſhall know good and evil, 
Rom.12.2. Sec Pſa.1u.1lo, &119,97,98,99,103. Or it youdoeart ir, 
you ſhall be like images that have ears and caxnot bear, Rom, 11,8, 
Iſa.6.10, Matth.1 3.14. Pſal.115.6, 

From all which Reaſons we may colle&, Thar there are bur a few 
amongſt us, that are wiſe indeed, and ro purpoſe; For theſe Seven 
Hiaderaxces are applyablerto ſeventy ſeven parrs of men inthe Nati- 
08. Beſides, if theſe great knowers know o little, how :gnorant are the 
rude rabble, that deſpiſe all knowledge ? Nor can it be denied bur all 
impenirenrt perſons, all unbelievers ( who prefer their profits and plea- 

ſures before pleaſing of God 3 as Herodias prefered John Baptiſts head 
before the one half of Herods kingdom, ) are araut fools ; yea, fools 
in folio: For if they were wile, ſayes Bernard, they would foreſee 
the tor ments of Hell, and prevent them. 

And ſo wiſe are the godly, for they prefer grace, and glory, and Gods 

favour, before tex thouſand worlds. 


LE Seft. 50. 
O%% Bur here thou wilc ſay,(or ar leaſt thou haſt reaſon ro ſay) 
ifchere be ſo few that are ſoul-niſe, 1 have allthe reaſon in the 
wor 
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world to miſtruſt my ſelf ; wherefore good Sir, tell me how ſhall be 
able to get ibs ſpiritual and experimental knowledg ? this divine and 
ſupernatural wiſdom ? 

Anſw. By obſerving theſe Five Rules : 

Firſt, Let ſuch a milling and ingenuous ſoul, reſolve to praftiſe 
what he does already know,or ſhall hereafter be acquainted with from 
the word of God and Chriſts faithful Meſſengers: For be that will do 
my Fathers will, ſayes onr Saviour, ſhall know the doctriae, whether it be 
of God orno, Joh. 7.17. A good underſtanding bave all they that keep the 
commandments, (ayes holy David) Plal.nti.1o. and proves ir rrue b 
his own example and experience 2 1 underſtood (layes be) more than the 
Antient, and became wiſer than my teachers, becauſe | kept thy precepts, 
Plal.119.97,9$,99,100, To a man that x good in bis fight, God giveth 
knowledge and wildom, Eccleſ.2.26.' The ſpiritual man underſlandeth all 
things, 1 Cor.2.15, VVicked men underſtand not judement, bus they 
that ſeek the Lord, underſtand all things, Prov.28.5. Admirable incou- 
ragements tor men to become godly and conscrenciors z I mean prafti- 
cal Chriſtians, 

Secondly , If thou wouldeſt ger this precious grace of ſaving 
knowledge ; the way is, to be frequeut inbearing the word preached, 
and to become ſtudzous in the Scriptures, for they and they alone make 
wise to Salvation, > Tim.z.15. Yeerr (ſaith our Saviour) mo! knowing 


\ the Scriptures, Math, 22.29. Mark 12.24. We muſt nor in the ſearch 


of heavenly marrers, cither do as we ſce others do; neither muſt we 
follow the blind guide carnal reason, or the deceitful guide our corrupt 
hearts; but the uadeceivable,and infallable guide of Gods word which 
is truch irſelf : and great need there is; for as we cannot perceivethe 
foulneſs of our faces unleſs it be told us, or wetake a glaſs and look our 
ſclves therein :; ſoneirher can we ſee the blemiſhes ot our Souls, which 
1s a notable degree of ſpiritual Wiſdom, bur either God muſt make 
it known to us by his ſþ44it, or we muſt colle@ the ſame our of the 
Scriprures, that celeſtial glaſs ; theugh this alſo muſt be done by 
the ſpirits help. Therefore 

Thirdly, If rhou wiltbe Soul-:73ſe and truly profit by ſtudying rhe 
Scriptures, be f:equent and fervent in Prayer to God who isthe only gj- 
ver of ir, for the dire&ion of his boly ſpirit : For firſt, humble and 
faithful Prayer, uſhered in by meditation, is the cure of al obscurity. E- 
Ipecially being accompanied with fervor and fervency; as you may 
ſee, Matth.21,2 2. If any lack wisdom, ſaith St.James, let him ash of God 
who giveth to al men liberally and reproacheth ao man, and it ſhal be given 
bim, Jam.t.5, Mark the words, it is ſaid if any; wherefore lerno 
man deny his ſoul this comfort. Again,zh and have; It cannor come 
upon eafier terms, Yea, God ſeems to like rhis ſure ſo well in Solo- 
2101, 25 if he were beholding to his Creature, for wiſhing well to ir 
ſolf. And in vain do we expe that alms of grace, for which we do nor 
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to much as beg, Bur in praying for Wiſdom, do not pray for it without 
putting difference ;, deſire not 1o much brain-hnowledg as to be Soul- 
Wise, and then you will ;mploy your wxdom to the glory of the giver. Lec 
thine hearrs defire be to know God in Chriſt, Chriſt in Faith, Fauth in 
good works ; to know Gods will that thou maycRt do it ; ad before 
the kaowledg of all other things,defire to knovv thy self; & in thy ſelf, 
not ſo much chy ftrength, asthy wucakneſs : Pray that thine heart may 
ſerve thee inſteed of a commentary, to help thee underſtand ſuch poixts 
of Religion as are moſt needſul and neceilary,and thar thy Life may be 
an ” . ojitionof thy invvard man, that there may be a {weet harmony 
« -wixt Gods VVord, thy judgment, and vuhole conversationgthat what 
the natural man knowerh by 7oat, thou mayſt double by feeling the ſame 
in thine hca:t and affett:ons. As indecd experimental and Saving knouu- 
ledg 13 no lefs felt than knovun ; and, I cannor tell how, comes rather 
out of the abundance of the heart, than by extreme ſtudy; or rather is 
Sent by God unto good men, like the Ram that was broughr to Abraham 
when he would have Sacrificed bis ſon Is2ah. When Chriſt taught in 
the Temple, they ashed, How knovveth thu man the Scriptures, Seeing be 
never learned them ? So ir is a wonder what learning ſome men have, 
that have zolearning Like Priſilla and Aquila, poor Tent-makers, 
who were able to 5choo! Apollos that great Clerk, a man renowned for 
his learning : What can we ſay to it ? For noorher reaſon can be given 
bur as Ch73ſt laid, Father 50 it pleaseth thee; For as Jacob laid ot his 
wvenison, when his Father ask'd how he came by it lo suddenly * Be- 
caxse the Lord thy God brought it Suddenlyto my hands. So holy and 
righteous men do more eaſily underftand the words of God, than do 
the wicked, becaulc God brings the meaning ſuddenly to their hearrs 3 
as we read,Luk.24. That Chiiſt (ſtanding in the midſt of bis Apoſiles af- 
ter be vvas 115en from the dead ) opened their underſtandings, that they 
might underſtand clearly the Scriptures, and vobat wuas wuiutten of him 
in the Lavy of Moles, andin tbe Prophets, andin the Plalms, verſ.44. 
45- Lo how ſuddenly their knowledge came unto them ! Bur ſee 
what 2 general promise ( God in the Perion of wisdom) hatth made to 
all that 5erve bim, Prov... Turx you at my reproof , and behold | will pour 
out my Firit unto you, and make known my words unto youverl.2z. And 
Plal.25. The secrets of the Lord are revealed to them that fear him, and 
bis covenant is to give them underſtanding,verſ 14. Theſe secrets are hid 
from the wicked, neither hath he madeany ſuch covenanc wich them 
bur rhe comrary : As ſee, Dan.!2.10. #nto you it is given to knovy 
the sccrets of the Kingdom of Heaven, bat to othres in Parrables , that they 
ſeeiag ſhould not 5ee, and bearing they ſhould not underſtand,Luke 8410: 
Mark: 3:11; Martrh: 13: 13: 
. Again, It isnorenough to pray, except allo it be ia Chriſts name, 
and accrding to bis vill, belicving to be beard for his sake, andcbar ir 
be the interceſſion of Gods &yyn Firic in you 2: And ( _ rruly 
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ſenſible of your fins and wants ) thar you chiefly pray for the pardon of 
ſfinne, rhe effuſion of grace, and for the aſſiſtance of Gods Spirit + that you 
may more firmly believe , more ſoundly repent, more xealouſly doe, more 
patiently ſuffer , and mere conſtanily perſevere in the pradtice and proſeſ- 
ſom of every duty. 

Bur above all you muſt know, that as Sampſons companions, could ne- 
ver haye found our his Riddle, if they had nor plowed with bis berfer : fa 
»0 man can know the ſecrets of God but by the revelation of bis Spirit,x Cor, 
12.8, Mat.16.17. Yea,ſuppoſe a man be nor inferiour to Portis , or Py- 
thagoras, who kept all things in memory, that eyer they had read, beard, 
or ſeen : ToVirgil, of whom it is reported, thar if all Sciences weire loſt, 
they.might be found again in him : To Aben Exra, of whom it was ſaid, 
that zf Knowledge bad put out her candle, at bis brain ſhe might light it a= 
gain; and that his head was a throne of wiſdome : or Joſephus Scaliger, 
who was skilled in thirty Languages ; Yet it he want the Spirit of God to 
be his ecacher, he is a dunce to the meaneſt, and moſt illircrare believer, 
For one excellent, and necefſary prerogative of the ſpirituall man is this ; 
he hath God for his teacher ; he learns the Connſels of God , of thar ſpirit 
which onely knowerh Gods counſels, Luk, 21.15. which is no ſmall pii- 
viledge:for the ſcholar learns quickly, when the Holy Ghoſt is his teacher ; 
the Eye ſees diftintHy,when the Holy Gboſt doth enlighten it, With the Spi= 
1#ts belpe, the meanes can never be too weake : withour, never ſlrong e- 
nough, Luk.24.44,45. P!0, 1.23. 

$ 51. Fourthly , Thou muſt ger ax bumble conceit of thine own wiſ- 
dome, The frft ſtepto knowledge, is to know our own ignorance, We muſt 
become fools in our own opinion, before we can be truly wiſe, as the 4- 
poſile ſers ir down, 1 Cor,3.18, And indeed , the opinion of our knowing 
enough, is one of the greateſt cauſes of our knowing ſo lutle : For whar 
we preſume to have attained, we ſeeke not after. Yea, the very firſt iſſon 
of a Chriftian is bumility, He will teach the bumble bis way, Pſalm. 25. 9. 
Jam,4.6. x Per.5.5. And he that hath nor learned the fir(t ſſo, is not 
fir to take out a new, Pride is a great let ro true wiſdome : For God reſiſt- 
eth the proud, and giveth grace to the bumble, Jam. 4.6.1 Per. 5,5, Whence 
ir comes to paſſe, that few proud wits are reformed , lobn 9. 39. And for 
this cauſe alſo did or Saviour propound his woes to the Phariſees , his 
dofrines tothe People. s 

A beart full of pride, is like a veſſel[full of aire : This ſelf opinion muſt 
be blown out of us, betore ſaving knowledge will be poured into us, Chriſt 
will kzow none bur the bumble , and none but humble ſouls truly know 
Chriſt, 

Now the way to become humble, is, by raking a ſerious view of owr 
wants, The Peacocks pride is much abated, when ſhe looks on the black- 
neſſe of her legs and feet. Now ſuppoſe we know never ſo much ; yer that 
which we know is far leſſe then that which we are ignoraxt of ; and the 
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. more we know, the more we know we want, Pro.1.5,7, Pſal.74,22, And 
the lefle ſenſible we are of our blindreſs, pckneſſe, deformity, &c, the more 
blinde, ſick, and deformed we are, | 

Fifthly, Thou muſt labour to ger a true and lively faith : For as with- 

' out faith we cannot pleaſe God : ſo withour faith, no man can know God. 
Faich moſt cleerly beholds choſe things which are hid both from the «5e 
of ſenſe, and the. eye of reaſon, John 12.46. Vnregenerate men, that waht 
faith, arc like blinde Sampſon withour his guide: Or like Poliphemus, who 
never had bur one «ye, and that Ulyſſes put out. For ſo does the pleaſure 
and euſtome of ſinne blinde the Senſualliſt, 

We muſt have mindes lifted above nature, to ſee and loye things above 
nature : heavenly wiſdome, to ſee heavenly truth; or elſe that truth which 
is ſaving , will be to us a myſtery, Mark, 4.11. If it ſeem not fooliſhneſſe, 
x Cor. 2.7,3,14.To them that are loſt, the Goſpel is hid, 2 Cor.4.3 ,4.Where- 
as the Belzever diſcerns all things,even the deep things of God ,1 Cor,2.10, 
12,15,16. Yea, God Givarh bim a mouth and wiſdome, where againſt all 
bis adverſaries, ſhall not be able to ſpeak or reſiſt, Luk, 21. 15. Theſe are 
the five [teps, which lead up to the palace of wiſdome , which all muſt 
aſcend by. rhat mean to enter, If you have once attained this precious 
grace of ſaving knowledge , you will as much as in you lies , employ the 
ſame to the glory of the giver, And ſo mnch to prove, that be is thewiſeſt 


YR , whoſe knowledge lies in the beſt things, (as the weaker veſſel may 


hold the better 4quor) and that it men be never ſo learned , except they 
have learned the Myſtery of the Goſpel, and what it isto be borne again 
by their own experience, (which few with their great learning do indeed 
know) they arc in Gods account, no better then wy I come now to 
prove, thar the greateſt Politician is a verier fool rhen the former. 

$ 52, Secondly, If we ſhall look upon the moſt cunning Politician, 
- with a fingleeye : judge righreous judgement , and not according to ap- 
pearance onely , we ſhall finde that the greateſt Polilician is the greateſ 
+ fool, For he turns all his'Recligion into hypocrifee, into Statiſme, yea, into 
Atheiſm, making (hriſtzanity a very foot-ſtool ro policy, 

I confefle they are wiſer in their generation, then the children of light ; 
and are ſo acknowledged by Chriſt himſelf, Luke 16. 8. Bur why ? not 
thar there is a deficiency of power in the godly , bur will : for could not 
David go as far as Achitophel ? could not Paul ſhew as much cunning as 
Tertullus ? Yes, ſurely it they would ; Bur becauſe their Maſter, Chxiſt, 
hath commanded them to be innocent as doves; T hey have reſolved in an 
heraical diſpoſicion with Abrabam, Gen, 14. 22. that the King of Sodome 
ſhall not make them rich. No crooked, or indire@ meanes, ſhall bring 
them in profit ; they will nor be beholding to the king of Hell for a ſhoo- 
ty. And hereupon the Foxes wiles, never enter into the Liozs bead. 

Bur ro ſpeak of them as they are : Theſe cunning Politicians , in ſtead 


of being wiſe as ſerpents, they are wiſe ſerpents, They are ſo anted ini ſub» 
uleries, 
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tleries, through rime and praftice, that they are neer upon as wiſe , as 
that old ſerpent the Devill, Indeed he hath one trick beyond all theirs ; for 
like a cxnnivg fencer, he that taught them all their tricks , kept this cne 
to himſelfe , namely , how to cbeate them of their ſoules, But take a 
ſhorr Charadter cf them, 

They are ſuch cunning diffemblers, that like Pope Alexander the ſixth, 
what they thinke, they never ſpeak. why is this caft away , ſaith Indas ? 
Crafty cub, he would have had it himſelf, They are like @ jellow that 
rides to the pillory, they goe not the way they look. They will cut a mans 
throat under colour of courteſee , as Ulyſſes by gold, and forged letters, was 
the meanes of ſtoxing Palamides , even while he made ſhew of defending 
bim,” And then to wipe off all ſuſpition from themſelves , their geſture 
and connenance ſhall be like Fulinus Ceſar's ; who ſeeing Pompey's head 
fell a weeping , as if he had bcen ſorry for ir, when by his onely meanes 
it was cur off, So like Rowers in a boat, whileſt in their pretence they look 
one way, inrheir intent they goe the quite contrary 2 As our Saviour found 
3t to fare with the Phariſees, and Sadducees, Matth.16.1,z, which made 
him to conclude, with, O bypocr:tes ! Nor ſhall any man be able ro deter- 
mine, either by their geftuie , words , or ations, what they reſolve , 
though lize Hebrew letters , you ſþell them backward, Oncly this you 
may be ſure of , tharthey do nor intend, whar they pretend; Like as in 
Juglieg feats, though we know not how they aredoxe, yet we know well, 
that they are not done as they ſeem to be, 

Now if they can any way advantage themſelyes by anothers ruine, 
and doir cunningly ; as Iegabe! did, when ſhe killed Naboth , by ſuber- 
ning falſe witneſſe againft him, and proclaimed a Faſt before the n.urther $ 
Though all ſuch policy be but miſery, and all ſuch knowledge , igno: ance, 
Yer,o how wiſe they think rhemſelves ! bur they are groſly miſtaken : for 
wherein does this their great wiſdom conſiſt?bur firſt; in being wiſe to de- 
cave others: as the Old ſerpent did our firſt Parents;or ſecondly inthe end. 
to deceive themſelves, as the ſame ſerpent did, which broughr 8 curſe upox 
bimſelfe tor ſo doing, Gen. 3, The crafty Fox hugg'd himſelfe ro think 
how he had cozened the Crow of her break-faſt.: bur when he had eaten 
it, and found himſelf poyſoned with it , he wiſhe the Crow her own a- 
gain. Wealth got by deceit, is like a-piece of butterd ſpunge, an Italian 
erick, it goes downglibz burinthe tomack ſwells, and will never be goe 
out agaiu, The gains a man gets by deceiving , art laſthe may pur in 
his eye, and yer {ce himſelfe miſerable. Six is the greateſt cheater in the 
world, for it decezves the decerver. 

$. 53 Thar icis ſowiththem , and all others who goe to Counſell, 
and leaverthe Ood of wiſdome behind them : ler their caſe be viewed in 
other perſons, Whar ſaich Pheraob to bis deep Counſellors, ? Came, let us 
do wiſely , when indeed be went about that which defirvyed both bim and 
bs countrey, The Scribes , Phariſees , and Elders , took counſel againſt 

C 3 Chriſt; 
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Chriſt ; as though they would moſt wiſely prevent their own ſalyation, 
Joſephs brethren , to prevent his having dominion over them, ( as his 
dreames imported ) thought they had raken a very wiſe courſe, in ſelling 
bim to the Iſhmacluiſh Merchants , which was indeed the onely meanes 
to effe& ir. They murther Chriſt , left the Romans ſhould come : and by ſo 
doing, their coming was haſtned, The Jews ſay , Come let us kill him, that 
the inberitance may be ours : But in killing him, they loſt che inhericance 
and themſelves roo, And foir always fares with our Machivilians in 
the end, ſpeed they never ſo wel for a time. For letthe Devil promiſe them 
never ſo fair, (ſuppoſe it be a Kinzdeme ) the up-ſhot will be but ſad and 
doleful : as ir fared with 4thaliah, who aving ſlain all the Kings ſeed, 
that ſhe alone might raign , /oſt both the government, and ber life too, 
O: 2s it did with Abimelech , who flue ſeventy of his brethren , that he 
might wich fafery enjoy the Kingdome loſt bath it , and his life with it, 
And many the like we read of. 

Whence Sr. Ambroſe obſerves, that the plots of the wicked, alwayes re- 
turn upon their own beads. As Pope Hildebrands ſervant , by ſiumbling, 
was h:{{cd with that ſtone he ſhould have thrown down on Frderich the 
Emperour, at his Devotions, Or as Griphus his mother , was made to 
rake thar draught , where-with ſhe intended to poyſon him. Yea, how 
lictle was Judas (cr by of the High Prieſts, when once he had (erved their 
turn 2 How did they ſhake him off in that pitiful diftrefſe, with look thou 
fo it ? And ſo how poor are the witches, that in confidence of theſe pro- 
miſes, even ſell their ſouls ro the Devill, 

See here in theſe few Exawples, you have the depth and ſolidity of 
our greateſt 2nd wiſeſt Politicians, and yer lewd men , moſt ridiculouſly 
and ablurdly, call wicked policies, wiſdome , and their ſucc:ſſe, happi- 
neſſe. Bur herein Satan makes them of all fools the ſuperlative , in mi- 
ſtaking villany and madacſſe for the beſt vertues. And what is the ſum- 
ma tetatis of all bur this ? Faux-like, they projc & other mens over-throw, 
purchaſe their owne, Neither hach any man been wiſe todo will, bur 
his wiſdome hath had an evillend. As 6 the multitude of Examples thar 
are recorded, togive credit to this Do&rine ! Was not the wiſdome of the 
Serpent turned into a curſe ? the wifdome of the Phariſees into a woe ? the 
w#/dome of Achitophel into folly ? the wiſdome of Nimrod into confuſion > 
the wiſdome of the unjuſt Steward into expulſion our of Heaven ? the 
wiſdome of Jezabel, into a ſhameful death > &#c. So thay in the iſſue, 
their caſe proves bur like the ſpiders, that was weaving 4 £u110us net to 
catch th? ſwallow : who when ſhe came, bore away bock net, and webb, 
and weaver roo, Wherefore, God, make me bur ſoul-wiſe, and I ſhall 
, never enyy their knowledge , that piry my ſomplicity : Ler me be weake 
pn policy, ſo 1 may be wiſe to ſalvation. 

And 1 canrot but wonder to ſee, how the moſt are miſtaken inthem 2 


Bur being thus diſcovered, I k«-pe it will appear, that as love & tut are 
x9c 


& Þ Oo WW HY © * 


_ 


I 


Q * vw 


bow to become wiſe indeed, 21 


not all one;fo a cunnning Politician & a wiſe man are nothob one, As we 
have ſeen ſome that could pack the cards,& yet were not able to pray well, 

$ 54. Truc, if men ſhall look #p0x them ſideewayes, as appelles paint- 
ed Antigonus, that is,upon their ſt: engeb ot brain and parrs alone, and 
not conlider them whole, and together, their abilities, with their di fictions 
cies, they willrakethem tor wiis mer , and lobe miſtaken, Bur 

I you would know how to call them, they are properly ſubtle perſons ? 
as the Holy Ghofi tiles Jonadab, whogave thar wicked and craity couns 
ſellte Amnon, 2 Sam. 13.3,5. And the woman of Tehoah, 2 Sam, 14- 2. 


And Elimas, AR.13.10. as being rorely giticd to deceive, and more crate 


ty and wily then is utual, But not wile men; for this is rather wiſdome 
back ward, and to ſtudy the dangerous art of ſelf-ſopbyſiry , 16 the end 
they may-play wily beguile themſclues,and to plot ſelj-treaſer,then which 
there is no greater, when the betrayer and betrayed, ſpell but ore man. 

Again, admirthen\ the moſt, they are not wiſe in good , though they 
be wiſe to do evill ; Or it you will, wiſe in goods, not wiſe in grace : For 
as that ol Serpent { emed ro boaſt, rhat he was richer then Cl44ſt, when 
he ſaid, All theſe are mine, Maith.4.9, So the Polutician may tiuly ſay, 
for the moſt part,l am wiſer chen my plain, dealing neighour vy #ve bune 
ared pounds, So that in tome lenſe ir may be ſaid of them, as ene ſpeaks 
of women, though partially, that thay arc more wilty 14 wickednifſe then 
men, Nor can I more fitly compare them , then to Lats, Night- crows, 
Owles, and Cats, which can /6 better is the darke then inthe tght. Their 
wiſdome is like that of the Poliprs: which is a moſt fupid and fooliſh fiſh, 
yer uſeth great Skill in raking of other ſhes, Neve:tkelctle, yield them 
all that hath been mentioned, this is the up-!hor, They ae blinde, and 
in darkneſſe, as having thei: beginning from Satan the Prince of dark- 
weſſe , and their end in Hell, which is the pit of daihreſs : and becaule 
they are wiſe onely to evill, rheir wiſdome ſhall have but a7 ewall end, 

In the dialc& of the wiſe man, the greateſt ſinner is the greateſt fool, 
Prov. 1.7. And David thinks, there is 49 fool to the Atheiſt, F ſal. 53.1. & 
49.13. And Saint Auſtia tells us, that the wiſeſt Pol:11c:07 upon can, 
the moſt ample, and cunning Machiuilliay thar lives , be he a Potor 18 
that deep reaching faculty, is worſe then a joo'e ; For if the Boly Ghoſt, 
ſaith he, rexmes him a tool that onely [aid up bis own goods, Liike 12. 
18 ,20, finde out a name for him, that takes away other mens, And 
though worldly men call the ſimple fools, yer God calls the craſty 
fools, Fer.8.9, Mat.6.23, And of all atheiſis , and fools, which ſceme 
wiſe, there be no ſuch fools in the world , as they that love money better 
then themſelves. 

And fo you have the wiſdome of Humaniſls, and Politicians de ſciphe- 
red ; together with the wiſdeme of Gods ſervants. You ſeethe difterence 
between them , and therein as I ſuppoſe, thar' neuher of the former are 
ſo wiſe as the godly man, nor ſo wile as the world reputes them, or they 
themſelves, | ccafc fic 
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I confeſle the one ſpeak Latine, Greek , and Hebrew , the other Sta; 
tutes, Hiſtory, and Husbandry , well enough to make their veighbours 
think them wiſe : but the truth is, they ſeem wiſer then rhey areas is ſaid 
of the Spaniard ; whereas the godly, like the French, are wiſer then they 
ſeem. The former arc wiſe men in fooliſh things , and fooliſh men in wiſe 
things. Sharp»cyed as Eagles, in the things of the earth, bur blinde as 
Beetles in the matters of beaver. O that they had bur the wit to know, 
that when all is done, Heaven # 4 brave place , where are ſuch Joyes, 
as eye hath not ſeene , nor care heard , neither bath it entered into the heart 
of man to conceive the things which God bath prepared there for them that 
love him, 1 Cor.2.9, 

$. 55. Now as have ſhewn theſe two forts of men their folly, ro 
the end ſome of them may be convinced, and aſhamed,and conſequent- 
ly bezcom2 ſvul-wiſe , that ſo chey may be ſaved; which is the prin» 
cipal thing I drive at (for | take no pleaſure in diſgracing men purpoſe- 
ly. ) So ir wereas eaſiz to prove, that all ſoris of ſiuners, are no berrer 
then ſots, and ſh:llow-brains, in compariſon of the conſcientious Chri- 
ſtian. Nor do I ſee, bur ir. may prove of great, and general 
concernment : therefore char others alſo may have benefit by the ſame, 
I will briefly couch upon ſome particulars. And the next that I will 
ſpeak to, ſhall be ſuch as come neereſt to theſe Jaſt mentioned ; that is, 


your (ovetous, Miſerly Muck-worms , who though they be neer neigh- þ 


bours to thoſe Ambadexters I laſt ſpake of , yer they are not the ſame 
men, 

Now although you cannot name one property of a natural fool, bur the 
Covetsis mail is in that particular a greater fool : Yerl will make the 
parallel in one onely : leſt I ſhould weary my Reader , before 1 have 
diſpatchr all my Clients, or halfe lifted my men. 

The Covetous miſer, if you mark it , eſteems nor of things according 
to their true value; but preferreth bavles and trifles before things of 
greateſt worth , which is the moſt remaricable property of a naturall fool, 
that is, being like the ignorant Indians in Florida, Virginia, New Eng- 
land, and K-nida , whofor a Copper kettle , and a few toyes , as Beads, 
and Hatchets , will depart from the pureſt gold , and ſell you a whole 
Countrey , with the houſes and ground which they dwell upon, 

As Judas preferred thirty pieces of ſilver ,, before him that was Lord 
of the whole world, and ranſome of man-kinde : ſo the covetous man 
prefers Earth, yea hell ro beaven, time to eternity,his body before his ſoul; 
yea, his eurward efate before either ſoule or body. Whereas rhe godly care 
for the ſoul, as the chief jewell, and onely treaſure ; and for the body for 
the ſou'es ſake ; and ſerrle their inheritance in no {a7d bur the land of pro= 
miſe; their cad being to poſſeſſe a kingdome without end, They are nor 
like Shebxa, who built bis ſepulcbre in one ( ountrey , and was buried in an- 

-0ther ; Bur like our Exgli/h Merchants, that tra giqe in Turkey,get wealth 
. . in 
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in Turky, yetplantnotin Turky, bur tranſport for England, It cannot be 
ſaid of them, as it way of the moſt ; that they worſhip the golden Calfe : 
becauſe they conſider, that Pecunia, the worlds Dncen, (1 meanethar 
world, whereof the Devil! is King ) extends her Regiments, bur to the 
brim of the grave, and is not current one ſtep farther. 

Worldly hearts are pexny-wiſe, and pound-foobſh ; they know how to 
ſer high prizes upon the worthleſle traſh of this wor!d ; bur for beavenly 
things, or the God thatowns them , they ſhameſully under-value, Like 
Fudas, who valued Maries ointment, which ſhe beſtowed upon the jcer 
of Chriſt, at three hundred pieces of ſilver, and ſold bis Maſtcr, on whem 
thar odour was ſpent, for thirty, Bur it is not fo with the godh;they think 
ic the beſt purchaſe that eyer was inthe world , to buy him who bought 
bem 3 in compariſon of whom all things elſe are dyoſs cnd dung , as Paul 
ſpeaks, Phil,3.8, And indecd if we once þhave him,we have all thing,as the 
Apoſtle argues, Rom. $.32, 1Cor.3. 21,22, 23. Sothat the godly sman is 
onely rich, the ſervant of (hrift is Lord of all. Whereas by a juſt judges 
ment of God upon the covetons Miſer, who makes Mammon bis god : lhe 
Devill makes them his Drudges , to get and bring him in Gold , as the 
King of Spain does the poor indiazs )thar he may keepir in bozke, for 
the next prodigall to ſpend asill, as the other got it. As bow viten is 
that ſpent upon one Chriſtmas revelling by the ſon, which was Jerty years @ 
getting by the Father ? O fcols, incomparable !torake a world ct care 


Jand paines, exdure ſo much grief , ſting of conſcience , loſs of credit, to 


deprive themſelves of Heaven, damn ther ow# ſouls, to get wealth : avd 
when they have got zt, not to be a jot the bettcy for ir, Yea, they are {iſs 
ſatisfied, and contented then other men,meanlicy accommedatcd thin mean 
men : Yes, a poor beggar that hath nothing bere, is in better (ſtare, then 
a rich Miſer, that hath ncthing in «fc&, cither bere 67 bereaftcr, O that 
they would but uſe that! yea , half that wit, ſtudy, and induſtry bere- 
after,ro ſave their ſouls, that they have formerly done to damn ithim. Bur 
hear more, 

Ariſtippus cared onely for his body, as if he had had no ſouls : Zero 
Pbur for his ſovle, as if he had had no body : Achitophel tor his Family 5+ 
lone , as if neither ſoule nor body had been worth catrirg for : buttheſe 
neither for body, nor ſoule, ner any thing , bur for a litle mach to leave, 
behind them. Yea, he can finde in his heazr to goe to bell for anether, 
that wiſhes him gone, and will damn his own?foul to leave his ſon rich, 
Yea, what a deale of paines and care does the covetous man take for his 
own damnation ? eyer tormenting himſelf ro get that ;, for getting whereof 
he ſhall be tormented : ſo himſelic is voluntarily miſcrable bere, and bere- 
aſter , that others may be happy: And ſo much of the Miſer. The next 
I will fall upon, ſhall be ſuch as cquall theſe in their 7dolatry another 
way ; as 
. $56, Founthly , what thiak you of common Idolaters ? _— 
they 
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they arrant fools ? Ile give you bur one inſtance mentioned , Exod. 32, 
and you will need no mo;e, Turn to the place, and there you ſhall find, 
that thoſe block'ſh 1ſraclites made them a molten Calfe, and then ſaid, This 
us thy god, that brought thee out of the land of Egypt, ver. 34. This is ſuch 
a pregnant example, that there needs no more to prove it; that a Beaft 
ſhould be their god; yea, and a beaſt of their own making, and that this 
beaſt ſhould have brought them our of Egypt , which could nor move it 
ſelte, bur as ir was moved, and that before it had any being. This is ſuch 
a blockiſh abſurdity, thar as one would think, ſhould never enter into 
the heart of him, who is endowed with a reaſonable ſoule. Bur whatcan 
the Prince of darkneſſe p:opound ? that a wicked heart, (blinded with the 
cuſtome of {inne, and g:ven up by God, to be further blinded by Satan) 
will not believe, as appears by our Ranters, Shakers, and Duakers at this 
day. 

And ſuch other fools are the Paptits , though great Clerks, and wiſe 
men : who (if I conld intend to aquaint you ) marntain a thouſand ridi- 
culous renenrs, fifty defending thoſe things for t14th , which the Holy 
Ghoſt calls in expreſie words, The doffrine of devils, 1 Tim.4.1,2,3. And 
molt juſtly are they forſaken of their reaſon, who have abandoned God, 
Yea, moſt juſt it 1s, that they who want grace , ſhould want wit too, If 
Idolaters will need+ {ctup a jat/e god tor rhe tru, is it not equal, thatthe 
true God ſhould give them over tothe falſe? Again, 


Fiftthly, how does lui blinde ang befor men } when the Adulterer pres | 


fers a fil:by trumpet beto:c his own coafte wife , though his ewn lawfull 
Conſort is known to be more comely, ani loyely then the ſtrange woman, 
Yea,when they ſhaJl contelle the fame ( as ic was the ſpeech of one roo 
great ro name) That were (he not his wfe , he could love her above all 
women in the worla ; 2 wo-:d able to rot our the rongue thar ſpake ir, 
But take an inftance o! this narw ©, Ile give you one amongſt many ve- 
ry remaikable, We read, 7:4;:s 16, that Sampſon cared more for his 
pleaſure in this kinde, then his ite, O ſtrange debauchednetle ! his filthy 
luft of a Naxarite , icaves him icarce a man ! He that might nor drink 
wine , is drunk with the cup of fornication, How could hee other then 
thinke , if luſt had nor blind-d and bewirched him ? She whoſe body is 
mercenary ro me, will cafily ſell me roothers > ſhe will be falſe , if ſhee 
will be an Harlot, Was there ever ſuch a morion made to a reaſonable 
man ? Tell m: , wherewith thou mayeſt be bound to do thee hurt ? Who 
would not have ſpurned ſuch a furor out of doers > And when uponthe 
eryal he ſaw ſuch apparenttreachery, he yer wiltuily betrays his life, by 
her to his enemies. All Gns, a! paſſions have power to bliade, and infa- 
ruate ; bur Iuſt moſt of all. Never man rhart had drake flagons of wine, 
had lefle reaſon left him, then this Nazarite. Many an one loſes bis 
life, bur he cafts it away; not in hatred ro himſelf, bur in love to a Strum 


pet, He knew ſhe aimed at nothing bur his ſlavery, and death , yer had 
no 
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not power to deny her, He had wit enough to deceive ber thrice , not 
enough to keep himſelf from being deceived by ber, 1hrice had he ſeen 
the Philtims in her chamber, ready to ſurpriſe him upon her bands; and 
yet will needs be a ſlave to his Traitor, Yea, in «tf. &, bids her binde 
bim, and call in her Executioners to cut his throat, O beware of a Hay- 
lot, as you would of the Devil! ! and the rather, for that under the habit 
of a woman, it may be the Devil in ſhape of a woman, as ſome haye ſo 
been cheated, Bur 

Sixthly , what can we think of an improvident Gameſter ? is not he & 
Fool ? who will bazard his whole eſtate upon the chance of a treacherous 
dye, that flatters him with his own hand, to throw away, his wealth to 


} another, And & Thief he is too, for if he wins , he robs another ; it he lao- 


ſes, he no lefle robs bimſclf. 

$ 57. Seventhly, let me refer it to any rational man , whether the 
Voluptuous Prodigal is not a ſtark Fool ? who ſuffers himſclfro be flolne 
away for an Apple: For,for a little tickling of the palale,a kind of running 
Banquet, he will hazard the lofle of eternal comfort, and expole himſclt 
ro a devouring fire, an everlaſting burning ? 11a.33.14. And whar greater 
folly ? 1s it not a dear purchaſe ? an #! penni-worth ? yea, a dcſperate 
madneſle, to buy rhe merriment of a day, ( yea, poſlibly the pleaſure of 
ax hour, may deterimine it) with ages «f pangs, with eternity of unſulfer« 
able torments, that are capable of neither eaſe 1.or end, 

Nor is this all, for they run vpon Gods judgements, as Dalaam did Up- 
on the ſwords point in the Angels band , and yer are fo farre from being 
afraid, that they applaud their own wiſdome , tor giving luch liberty rg 
their luſts ; thinking no men in the world enJoy the like j/ccdome. When 
indeed their boxdage is much worſe then the cruel and tyrannical boyd- 
age, and ſlavery of Egypt. For fuſt, that boxdage was of the body oncly, 
bur the ſervice of (inne is of the whple man, body and ſos!. 

Secondly, in the bondage of Eg pt, they ſerved men; bur in this bon» 
dage, ſervice is done ts finne & Satan, moſt wile Lords, which command 
} moſt baſe, and filthy works, _ f 

Thirdly, in the bondage of £gyp#, the moſt harm was tempoya!/, lofle 
of liberty, {mart and pain of body, in this ſcrvice of ligne, the Joſe is eter- 
nal, even deſtruRion in Hel for ever ( withoutthe infinite goodnefle of 
God.) Fowthly, in this bondage under Pharaob, they had a ſenſe of 
their thraldome , and deſired bibertyy in this of fin , men do not ſo much 
as ſuſþeft themſelves ro be bound , but think themſelves free, and de- 
ſpiſe liberty. Laſtly, in all outward bondage, they which arc bound 
may poſſibly help themſelves ; as by running away , or by intreaty , or 
by ranſome : In this bondage we lic till, as it were, bound hand and 
foot ( ill God by his mercy deliver us ) not having ſo much as the leaſt 


d 
take the moſt liberty ro fin, are the moſt - wan ſlaves in the woild;becauſe 


thought of relieving our ſelves. By all which ic appears, char ſuch who 


wat 
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moſt voluntary flaves : and thar Chrifts ſervice is the onely erue ſreedome; 
bis yok? antaſie yoke ; his burthen bur as the burthen of wings to a hird ; 
which makes her flye the higher, Wherefore, as we ſerve the /awes, rhar 
we m1y be free : to ker us ſerve Chiift , and we ſhall be the jreeſt people 
alivc. ' 

A godly man being demanded, what he thought was the ſtrangeſ?, and 
{ooliſhet thivg inthe'world, anſwered, an impenutent ſinner, or an Unhbe« 
lever : For, laid he, thata man ſhould provoke God , fo gracious and 
mighcy, that he ſhonld believe Satan rhe father of lies and cruelty, for- 
get his own dexth fo imminent and in-evitable;obey the command ot his 

leh, a Drudge fo ignoble, admire the world fo fickle and dangerous, 
prefer ir before Heaven ſo bleſſed & glotious ; wilfully caſt himſelf into 
hell, a place ſo wotul and dolorous, and all for vanity, ſuch a wretched 
emprineflc ; that he ſhould feare the blaſts'of mens breath, and norrhe fire 
of Gods wrath; weep for the loffc of friends, % not for his ſoul; And laſtly, 
thar Chriſt ſhould ſtaud at the door of his heart, craving for entrance, thar 
he-may remedy all,2nd make him everlaſtingly happy; and God call him 
every day, either by his 707d in the mourhes of his Meſſengers,: or by 
ſtrange judgements, or extraordinaty mercies upon himſelfe, or others,and 
all in vain * Such an one,ſayes he,is rhe moſt fooliſh and degenerate crea» 
ture alive » 

Thus I mighrgoonto Traytors, AMurtherers, Backebyters , Seducers, 
Dun wrds, Blaſphemers, Perſecutors ofthe godly, proud perions, Hypo- 
evetes, Thicucs, Atheiſts, and what other fingers you can name:;and prove 
them all foolr- like,” Bur | have already ( vpon one occalion or orher ) 
done i in ſome other Tra&, Nor do'1love to tautelogixe , except it be 
for a pg1eat advantege to my Reader,and for others good:rhough in ſuch 
a.caſc, I car, | thank God, diſhonour my ſelje, that | may honour my M a- 
ker, The which if men did well ponder, they wou!d-be 'moreſparing of 
their cenſures ; How-ever 1 could with, that our Reverend Divines would 
afford themſelves wore liberty in this caſe then they do, There be foms 
exp;eſſions, that we borrow (rom our Predeciſſors ," that deferve to be 
mentioned, or uſ{cd (by a M:niftr thar remains perhaps twenty, or thirty 
gears in a Pariſh) tire then once , though it be to the fame Congrega- 
tion > for that which cake« not, or is not minded art one time, may 2t 
another : and how many have been converted, tv that anely arguracnt ? 
that God ſeeth all things even in the darke, when the doors are ſÞut, and 
the cxrtaias d7awn,) Nor do | think, that a dicl/ and flat tool, or inſtru- 
ment would be uſed, when a more quick, and ſharp on: may be had ar as 
eaſe a rate, and perhaps ncercr at hand. Bur we are moſtly ( even the 
beſt of us ) loth ro deny our ſeives ; though ic be for our Maſters, (& ma- 
xy of our Brethrens greatgain and ) advantage, Pur ofthis by the way 
onely, a word or two more, that may reach to all , that arc in their na- 


tural condition, and I ſhall conclude, 
$ 58, In 
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$ 58. Inthe laſtplace, Are not all wilfull paners arrant fools ? who 
Adam-like, will receive what-eyer comes,or is offcred them 2 be ir bribe, 
or other ſinful bait , nor once thinking this is forbidden fruit , and thou 
ſhalt die the death, Thar think the vowed enemy of their ſouls, can off:x 
them a bait without a hook? you cannot but acknowledg them fark fools, 
though thou thy ſelf beeſt one of the number. 

Apain, {or mento diſhonour God, and blaſpheme his Name,while he 
does ſuppert and relicve them, to runne from him , while he docs call 
them, and forget him, while he does teed them. To imirate the Common 
Proteſtants in Oueen Maries time , who laughed the Martyrs to {corn, 
and cſtcemed them ſuperſtitious fools, to lofe their lives and fortunes, 
for matrers of Religion, accounting faith, holinefle, immorraliry of the 
ſoul, &c, mcer fopperies and illuſions, To be quick- fghted in ether 
mers failings, and blinde to their own. Are not theſe ſo many intallible 
properties of a fool 2 and yertheſe are the lively charadters, of eve- 
ry ſenſualliſt. In ſo much, that it I ſhould give you a {;ft, or Catalogue of 
all the fools in one City, or County: You would blciſc your elves, that 
there arc lo fews Brdlam howſes, and yer ſo many out of their wits, char can 
nor perceive or diſcernthe ſame. And yet no wonder ; for as I told you- 
ere-while, Senſual men are ſo be-nighted, and puzled with blindnefle, 
that rhey know no other way, thenthe fl: (þ leads them, Yea, many by loſſe 
of conſcience become Atheiſts ; and by loſſe of reaſon, Beaſts, Yea, to any 
ching that is ſpiritually good , thenatural man is blixde, and deafe, and 
dead, as ye may ſee by theſe enſuing Scriptures, 1 Tim. 5.6. Rom, 1.21, 
22,25. Epheſ.5,14. 1ia.6.9,10, John 12 qo. Plal.69,23, Matth. 4.16 & 
15.14. Epheſ.4.18,19. & 5.8, x Pct.z 9, Ads 28.27, Rom. 11.8, Matth, 
23-16,17.19.24.26. K 27. 3,4,5- 2 Pcrt.2.16. Revel.z.17. Rom,s.13.8 
8.11. Micah 7,16, Plal.58.4. Eph.z.r. If o#r Goſpel be hid , it 3s hid 
to themthat arc loſt, in whom the god of this world bath blinded, 2 Cor.q; 

» 4: 

y Bur it is otherwiſe with the eodlP: as ler Satan, or the world offer 
a wiſe Chriſtian the bait of pleaſure, or profit : his an{wer (hall be, 1 will 
not buy repentance ſo dear : I will notloſe my ſoul, to pleaſe my ſenſe, If 
afflition comes, he will conſider, that Gods puniſhments jor fiane , calls 
for converſion from fin : and in caſe God ſpeaks to him by his word, ro 
forſake his evill wayes, and turn againto him, he will amend his courſe, 
leſt if he heare not the word, he ſhould feel the ſword, Whereas nothing 
will confute a fool, bur fire aud brimſtone. 

The Lord ſpake to Manaſſes and to his people; but they wou! { not regard : 
Wherefore the Lord brought upon them the ( aptaias of the Hoſt of the King 


- of Aſbur, that took Manaſſes, and put him in fetters , and brought bim un 


ebains, and carried bim to Babel,z Chron. 33.10,1r. 
Fools, ſaith holy D2vid,by reaſon of their tranſgreſhon , aud becauſe of 
their iniquity, Plal.top.r7. From which words, Muſculus infers, that all 
| D 2 wilful 
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wilfull tranſgreſſors are arrant fools. And ir is the ſaying of Cardax : 
That diſhoneſty is nothing elſe bur ſoy and madneſſe. Yea, Solomon 
throughour all his Proverbs, by a fool, means tbe natnral man; and by a 
wiſe man, 1 man ſanflified, O thar ir were rightly learned , and laid to 
heart by all, tha are yer in the ſtate cf un-regeneracy | for it is every 
one of their caſes. To conclude in a word, without knowledge, the ſoul is 
not good, Prov.1g.2, The ignorant cannot be innocent, 1 amthe light of 
the world ( ſayes our Saviour ) Johns. 12, & 12.46. Wherelight is not, 
Chriſt is not : for Chriſt is hight, 

$ 59. And ſo according to my skill , I have performed what 1 at firſt 
promiſed, lt remains befort we leave ir, that ſome uſe be made thereof, 
that ſo both wiſe and weak, may learn ſomething from what hath been 
ſpoken of this ſubje&t, Wherefore, in the fuſt place, If it be ſo,that both 
the ſenſual and rational, even all thar are yet in their natural eſtate, are 
uncapable of divine, and ſuper-natural knowledge, that they are blinde 
rouching /piritual things, Then let nor any carnal wrertch hereafter dare 
to ſpeak cvill of the things, at:ons, or perſons, that are our of the reach 
of his capacity, but ſilently ſuſpend his judgement, untill he be better 
' informed: For as it pertainerh nor tothe Ruſtich, ro jugde of letters : Sor 
belongerh not to natural men to judg of ſpiritual things,Yea,let thoſe igno- 
rant ones, that have uſed co ſpeak evill of the way of truth, learn to kick 
no more again} the pricks, leſt rhey bring upon themſelves the ſame curſe, 
that their fellows did , who brought up an evill report of the Holy Land, 
Num.13.32433- & 14.23334, Yea, put caſe they ſhall think they do God 
good ſervice init, as many do in perſecuting , and putting to death 
his children and Ambaſſadors , John 16,2. as a world of examples 
witnefle. Yea, che Jews thought they did marvellous well, in cruc:fying 
the Lord of life, Bur what ſays the holy Ghoſt, Prov. 14. There is a way 
that ſeemeth right unto a man : but the end thereof are the ways of death, 
verl. 12, Even the Powder-traytors thought they merited, when they in- 
tended to blew up the whole State, 

Alaſs, Natural men are no more kit to judge of ſpiritual matters, then 
blinde men are fit to judge of colours, And yer none more forward then 
they ; as you may ſee by thoſe blinde Sodomites , that dealt lo roughly 
and courſely with Lot and bis two Angeb, Gen.19.1,to 12, 

That they arc ignorant, and ſo unfit, is evident of what is recorded of 
Alichol, 2 Sam.6.16, Of Nichodemus, John 3.4. Of Feſtus, As 26, 24, 
And laſtly, of Paul before his convertion. F was, ſaith he, a b/oſphemer, 
a perſecutor, and an oppoſer of Chriſt ane bis members ;, but I dia it igno- 
rantlytbrowgh wabelict, 1 Tim, 1,13, It's worth your obſerving too, that 
he was no ſobnerenlightned with the ſaving knowledpe of 7eſus Chriſt, 
but he was of a contrary judgement, and preached that faith which before 
be condemned and perſecuted. And tis will be every one of their caſes, 
iIhtheend} if noris this hje, yer bereaſier, when Hell flarags bath opened 
Kt their 
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thcir eyes, they will confeſſe, We fools thought his life madneſſe , and 
his end to be without honour : How is he now numbred w:th the 
children of God, and his lot amorg the Sainrs ? And when they ſhall ſee 
it, they ſhall be troubled with horrible fear, and ſhall be amazed atthe 
ſtrangeneſs of his ſalyation, ſo far beyond all that they looked for ; and 
groaning for angu.ſh of ſpirir, ſhall ſay within themſelves, This is he 
whom we once had in derifion, and in a proverb of reproach, tkeretore 
have we erred from the way of truth, we wearicd our ſelves in the way of 
wickedneſs and deſtiuQion : bur as for the way of the Lord, we haye nor 
known ir, The light of righteouſneſs hath not ſhined unto us, not hath 
the Son of righteouſneſs aroſe upon us, What hath piice p:ofited us 2 or 
what,good hath our riches and our vaunting brought us 2 with mote of 
the like, for which read riſdom 5. And whar is the cauſe they acknow- 
ledg not the lame now, bur their blindne's and folly ? and becauile they 
put their own faul's in that part of the wallct that is bihiad them; bur ou:s 
n the other part, or end which is bore them : For filf- examination would 
make their judgements more charitable. Kerd al'o theſe Tefl-menes,John 
15-21. & 16.2,;, Mar,16,23,& 22.29, 1 Cori.z.8, lia, 5, 20. But I will 
give you uther inſtances, Was it rot an a guwert that Haman was 
bliide?who thought Mordecaies not bowing the knee to ki, a more hey + 
nous offence, then bis own murthering of thouſands 7 Were nut the /ewr, 
Scribes & Phariſecs blind, who could {ce more vnlawtulnels inthe Diſct- 
ples plucking a jew ears of Corn oz the ſ2bbath- day? ard the Palſie man's 
carrying his bed ; then in their 6w# derouiing of itidoms bonuſes ? who 
thought they might better mu ther C bi3ſ), then ethers beltcve 1# bimZard 
be themſclves the greateſt of ſinners , then our Sawiowr to be In company 
with ſinners ? Was not Abab blinde ? who thought Elijah more ticubled 
Iſrael, in doing the will ofthe Lo;d, then himiclt in provoking the Lord 
above all the Kings of Iſrael that were betore him, And the like in our 
Cayes, Is it notthe manner of thouſands with us? r.ot only of Clownes, 
and ill-bred people, who walk after the fliſh , in the lufis of uncleanne(s 
(whom Sc, Peter cals bruit beafis, led with ſenſuality, and made to be ta- 
ken and deſtroyed.) Bur of preud wits, who one would think ſhould have 
more b1ains, and know ſomething, to ſpeak evil of rhe things which they 
underland not,z Per,z, 13. Yea, bow ſevercly will they cenſure , nur 
only things indff.rent, bur the moſt holy and approved good dutzes in the 
godly? while they wiil patiently pzfle by the met beynous crimes, as care 
ſing, blaſpheming , &c. in themſelves and others ; an infallible fgne cf a 
man not born a-new, Ye, will they not more deeply cenſure our ſerving 
of God, then their own blaſpheming of him ? and think it a more heynous 
offence in us to be holy, then for thimſelves to be prophane, and perſecute 
holizeſſe. 
And what one does, is a law to the veſt, being like a flock of ſheep; which 
if they bur ſce one rake a wrong Way, all the reſt will jollyw, As you may 
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ſee in the Example of Corah, and his two hundred and fifty followers, in 
Demetrius and his fellows, in their quarrel againſt Paul and his compani- 
ons, And laſtly , in Lots neighbours, Gen. 19, where you ſhall read, 
that when ſom? Godlefle perions had afſauited him, and his two An- 
els ; before night , all the men of the City, from the young even tothe old, 
from all quarters compaſſed the houſe round, ſeeking to break it open, railing 
upon, and reviling him, Yea, though they were ſtrook with blind neſſe, 
they would not leave off, uncill rhey had wearied themſelves , and felt 
fire and brimſtone about their ears, v-rſ,qtoz 5. 

Natural men in heavenly things, rc{cmble Shel-fijÞ , thar have no 
ſmelt{ : Or the Camcl:on thar hath no taſte. Nor do they ſee any more, 
then the meer barke or ou?7-ſide -f ſpiritual pertormances, 2 Sam. 6. 16+ 
And the Fleſh (Satans ready intrument ) will >c ever ſuggeſting 10 them 
ftrange ſurmiles, rouching what the Religions either ſay, or do, 

And till, the more ſot'iſh , the more cenſorious : For where is leaſt 
brain, there is moſt tongue, and lovdeſt, Even as a Brewers Cart upon the 
ſtones , makes the lowdeſt noiſe, when his barrels are emptieſt, They rhar 
knowlerft, will cenſur» malt , and mol deeply. leis trom the weakeſt 
judgements . thar ch» Lervieft judgem /t comes, And fo the mote cenſ0- 
rious, the more /ottiſh , ſecmthey n«ver fo wiſe in the worlds account 2 
For admit th-s, have a ſhrew of wiſtome ;, ver for maner of ReVgzon and 
ſaving knowielge , they koow no” their '1oht band fromthbe:r lejs z as it 
fared with thoſe ſixſcore thouſand Ninevites, Jonas 4. 11+ 

So thar it*s no d1ſParagement to us , ſeem they never ſo learned : As 
whar bur their ignorance makes rhem fo cenſure us. They ſuſpedt much, 
becauſe they know liile;, as children inthe darke , ſuppoſe they /ee whar 
they ſee not. Yea, @ Dogge will be ve'vy violent in barking at bis own 
ſhadow on a wall, orface inaglaſſe, The Duke of Vor1oſme ſecing His 
own and others faces in a well, call'd for ayd againfl the Antipodes, 
Paglarencis thought himſclte cozened , when he ſaw his ſow bad eleven 
Pigs, and his Mare but one Foalerthirt would be confeſt, So thar they 
are like Harpaſt , a blinde woman in Sexec2*s family, who fouud fauilr 
with the darknefſe of the houſe when the foi't was in he want of ſight,Or 
the Owle, that complained of the plary of the Sunne, when the favlr 
was in her own eyes, Or like Penth:15, in Euripides bis Bacchus , who 
ſuppoſed he ſaw two Suancs , two Thebes, every thing double £ when 
his brain alone was troubled, Or thoſe rhat are- vertiginous , who 
thinke all things turn round , allerre ; when the errour is onely in 
their own brains, And ſo much for caution to the one, 
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Secondly, for comfort to the other;1f all natural men are (hke 
Sampſon without his guide, ) not able without the Holy Ghoſts 
direction, to finde out the Pillars of the houſe , the principles 
of faith : let us not wonder, that they twerve to much from the 
godly in their judgement , and p12ctice : As15 it any ſtrange 
thing to ſee a blinde man ſtur:ble ard fall ? Neither let us be 
diſcouraged, maugre all their ſlar.der & oppoſition. Nor think 
the worſe ot our ſelves, if ſuch ſhall reproach us never ſo: The 
Corinthians exceedingly ſlighted Paul, he was this, and he was 
that ; But what lays Parl?With me it ts avery (mall thing that 
I ſhould be jndged of you, 1 Cor.4-334. V Ve know little chil- 
dren w1ll often laugh at wiſe men, when they a: e abour ſerious 
and ncceflary affairs : which norwwithfiandivg 15 not an azgu= 
ment of the unworthineſs of the thirgs they largh ar, Lut of the 
folly of them which laugh, Will the Merchant be diicouraged 
becauſe his wine pleaſeth not a ſcke mans palate ? Much lefle 
cauſe have we tobe diſcouraged by their dilialte, or diſhike of 
us and our actions, as having more certainty to rely vpor ; they 
perhaps have ſenſe, reaſon, arid experience to rely vor, but we 
have chem with the advantage of Gods Word, and Sprriz , and 
Faith, three infallible witneſſes, Yea, we have great caule to re- 
Joyce, that they reyile, and ſpeak evil of us, For this zs both 2 
roken of perdition to them, and to 14 of ſalvation , and that of 
Goda, as the Apoſtle phraleth it, Phil, 1. 28, 

True, they may raiſe any ſlander upon the beſt of us, as the 
Chief Prieſts did upon our Saviour, Math,28,12,14. and tha 
ſlander may be belizved time out of minde, (25 the Jewes ro this 
day believe that 145 Diſciples ſtole him cur of the Sepulchre ) 
Matth.28.15, tothchardning of many in tnew Atheiſm, and 
Unbeclief:For what ſhouid hinder > When Naboth was proved 
to be a blaſphemer of Godzand Suſanna a whore upon oathzand 
the ſame recorded to polterity ; when feremiah was reported 
to be an exemy 10 the StateiParl a pelluter of the T emple?Ste- 
ven a deſtroyer of the Law ? All the Diſciples aeceivers,and 
Chrift him{clfe a wine-bibber, a Sabbath-breaker, a ſedacer of 
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the people, a Belzebub, &c. So we may perhaps under-goe the 
like, in one kind or vther (as the Devils ſervants, want neither 
wit nor matrce to d:vile;) Bur what need ittrout1: us, ſolong 
as it ſhall add waight to our (owns ? For if we any way ſuffer 
for Chriſt, be it but reb«kg for his ſake, happy are we here, and 
great (hal: our reward be in heaven, Mat.5.11,12. 

V Vheretore let us ever be aſhamed of our Maſters ſervice, 
nor of ther cenfircs: No matter what Judas ſaich touching Ada- 
ries ointment , (ol ng as Chriſt approves of it, Did our Savi- 
our Chriſt forocar to heal on the Sabbath day, becauſe the 
Scribes and Phariſees took i: 1112ao, but rather did icthe more, 
Luke 6.7.0 12. and Lukg 13,31532, V Vhen Peter and John 
were charged to ſpeak,no more in the name of Jeſws;their anſwer 
was, We: cannet bat ſpeak, that which we have heard and ſeen, 
ARs 4.20. VVhen cAMichol fcoit David, and called him 
fool for his dancing before the eArke ; His aniwer was, [ will 
be yet more vile , and more lowly m mine own eyes, He knew 
that nothing could be more heroical , then this very abaſement. 
Andi is our very caſe. Every ſcoffing CMichol, ( tor none elle 
will do it) every drunken ſor, derides our holy proteſsion : but 
with God and the grac:ous, we thall be had in honour, Yea our 
very malicious, and ſcoffing adverſaries ſhall honour ws, by de 
riding us. Their -diſpraiſe is a mans honour , their praiſe his 
diſhonoar, V Vherefore letus imitate St. Auſtinzwho as he fea- 
red che rraile of good men, {o he deteſted that of evil, and un- 
godly men, And take our S$4avionrs counlel; ſeek to jultife our 
judgements, to the chil dren of wiſdome, of whom ſhe u juſtified; 
and not to focls, by whom ſhe 1s daily crucified, Neither ler 
any think the betcer ot ſuch whom they extoll ; tor the blinde 
ear many a flic, 

S 6r, 

Thirely, are the one regenerate, the other carnal ? the one 
of this world, the other choſen out of it? the ore children of 
tight, and ot the day, the other blinde and in darkneſſe ? the one 
Chrejts friends, the other his enemies ? do the one live after the 
Reſh, the other after the ſpirit, Gal, 5, 75, 1 Pur. 4.9, Then 
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how to me wile 1xd red - AT 3}. 
look we for wo love from, ar peace with they: Different di/- 
Foftions can Hever agree. There can be »o amiry,, where there 
15 0 « eAthens and Sper14 could neyer agree, for 
that the one was addicted to ſerve AMmnervs, the other: Mars. 
Yea, whan.it yas ſaid of Phocian and Demoſtbenes , that they 
could never z it wasanſwered,; No, how Fhould they 2 
when the one drinks water, and, the-other wine.. Much more 
may it beiapplyed to theſe , when the boly Ghoſt ayes , 2 Cor. 
6. What communion between light 4nd darkyeſſe ? what peace 
hotween the Believer and the Infidel ? or nnbelieyer, verl. 14, 
15. Andin another place ; Know ye n#t, that the amity of the 
werld, 1 the enmity of God'? And that wheſocver will be a 
friend of the world , makgth himſelfe the enexy of God, Jam, 
4-4. Andagain, He that us borne after the fleſh , will per- 
ſequte him *s is born after the Spirit, Ga).4.29, Yea, Solo- 
won tels us direly, and in plain terms, That 4 wicked man is 
henination to the juſt ; and that he who u upright in his way, 
ſi abomination tothe wicked, Pro.29.27, Eyen our very ways 
which God hath commanded us to walke in, are abomination 
to them. | 

V'Vhence itis, that the Natwrall man canigree with all 


that belvarwrall ; be they crvi#, or prophancy Tarkes, or Jewes, 


P apifts ox Atheiſts , becaule all theſe agree with him in blind- 
neſſe, and darkyeſſe : But with 4 ncere, and holy Chriſtian, 


6 pratticer of piety, he can never agree, becauſe his light is con= 


trary to the natural mans darkneſſe ; Grace in the one, 1s a (e- 

cret diſgrace ro the other, V.Vherefore to be without enemies, 

or to have ſuch our friends,we may rather wiſh then hope ; yea, 
once toexpec.it, were aneffeRt of frenzy, not of hope, One- 

ly let not us by  owr: offending God , or jarring amongſt our 

{elyes , put weapons into their hands to wound us withal : and 

then we are ſure to have Chriſt. ( who is able enough to vindi- 

cate all qur wrongs} to afiſf w , and prevent owr Ene« 

wes, 


$ 63. 
Fourthly,If gone be truly wiſe , but ſuch as baye paſg'd the 
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94 yalof true Wiflom®; with 
ſecond birth ; an#'that this wifdowe which* makes us differ] 
cometh drwne frm the Father of Bghts ; andthat' wecannor, 
haye it; exctft*Goif youthſife't give it us: it n{yxtu$us-rs 
be humble, JSS4E:8, And not HKe'rhe Ape; thitt is'ppried of 
bis Mafters jacket": And rhankefull , for Heryenlyworions, 
grow not in'us \weeſþin theminor out of out ownebreats.” Nor 
was there arly thing in us,thar makes is differewe ſlept nigh balf 
our time in ignorance , and that wee ever ' awdkened ,' it was 
onely Gods inſivice-goodnefſe and free grace, VVhat" cauſe 
have we their to blefle the giver? And to become ſuirersto our 
Saviour in their behalf, who are not 'yet awake : That he will 
be pleaſed to oper their eyes , and remoye that' vail which ts 
laid over thei Feares, in their heating the Goſpel; 2 Cor. 3-14, 
t5, 16.' And" the mean-rime et us condole their dilaſtres, 
and drop ſome teares in pity and compaſsion for their great and 
orievous Ip bs | Fc 
Fifthly, and ixMy, If with God one ſpark of ſpiritual, expt- 
rimental , andifaving knowletige ;'be of more worth ther all 
humane wiſdome and learning then rive we after that knows 
ledge that will make us for eyer blefled, Let us ſo be learned, 
that we' may ##:ſaved, Ler us Hot in our hearing” peading, 
and commituitarion, do as litfle- children , that hoke ofely 
pon the babies v# a Borke, without regard to the warter rhere- 
in contained.: But like mes i yeares , _ more :reſpe& ro 
the pith, and fohdity' of the marter , thento the phraſe; and to 
the profit of #@r*ſouls, then the- pleaſing of on ſexſes. Yea, 
ler us ſo minde what we either heat or read ; that if'any vertwe 
be commended, we pr aitice it ; ifany-vice condemned, we avoid 
Kzif any ronſ0lation be inſinndted; we appropriate iriitany good 
example be propounded , wee follow'ir. Yea ,'{o minde wee 
what we hear:, 'or-fead , as if it were ſpoke onely to each of us 
im particular ; which ro do, is tobe for eyer happy. Good coun- 
febbfor our young Gulls, who will heat no other Afinifters but 
ſuch as flatter ſnne, and flout holineſſe ; nor read other Books, 

then ſuch as fill chem with Pride,and Luſt, and the Devil. 
- SoI have given youa good, and protitable Bopk, ove fawlt- 
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how to become wiſe indeed, 35 
leſſe favlt being born with. An anſwer that may ſatisfie tuch 
as ſhall make the Objefion 7 cxpeRt, viz, abcut repetition, 
which I take to be a fault dc! ervorg thanks, 

If any ſhall finde themiclves gainers by readirg of this piece, 
let them alſo peruſe the two forc-going parts, viz. The Hearts 
Tndex, and A ſhort and ſure way io Grace and ſalvation, as 
rreating upon the moſt needfu} (ubj<As for a natwal mans con- 
verſion, that I could think of-: The which being {mall things, 
are ſold onely by James Crump, in Little Bartholomews, wel- 
yard; And by Henry Crepps, in Popes- bead eAlley. 
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Not to mention all the litterall miſtakes, and points miſpla* 
ced ; there is one fault in the Title page ſo groſſe, ( thowghit 
paſt the view, both of Tranſcriber, Compoſer, Correltor , and 
Authour,without being diſcerned : ) that #t would be mended 
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